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			Tracy Chevalier


			American novelist


			

					Born in 1962 in Washington


					
Notable works:
	
The Virgin Blue (1997), novel


	
Girl with a Pearl Earring (1999), novel


	
The Lady and the Unicorn (2003), novel







			


			Tracy Chevalier is an American author who was born in 1962 in Washington. After graduating in English in Ohio, she left the United States to go to the UK, where she has been living since 1984. She first worked in the publishing world, before starting a course in creative writing at the University of East Anglia, during which she published her first work of fiction, called The Virgin Blue (1997).


			It was with her second novel, Girl with a Pearl Earring, that she became truly successful. Since then, she has frequently published historical novels, the most well-known being The Lady and the Unicorn (2003) and Burning Bright (2007).


		




		

			Girl with a Pearl Earring


			It all started with a painting…


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Chevalier, T., (2001). Girl with a Pearl Earring. New York: Penguin Books.


					
1st edition: 1999


					
Themes: painting, religion, jealousy, friendship, love


			


			Published in 1999, Girl with a Pearl Earring is Tracy Chevalier’s second novel. Inspired by a painting by the Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675), it tells the imaginary story of the young unknown woman who sat for this painting. Indeed, up to now, historians still have no information concerning the model of the famous painter.


			It is a historical novel written in the first person singular, and tells the story of Griet, a young 16-year-old servant, from the beginning of her service at the Vermeers until the death of the painter.


		




		

			Summary


			In 1664, in Delft, Griet, a young 16-year-old woman, learns that she has been hired as a maid to work for the painter Johannes Vermeer (Dutch painter, 1632-1675), as her family is ruined (an accident cost her father his eyesight, when he was a tiler). Her new masters come to meet her while she is helping her mother with cooking and she leaves her family the next day. Her father gives her a piece of tile on which two children are painted: Griet, and her younger brother Frans.


			When she arrives, Griet meets the Vermeer children, who are playing in front of the door, as well as Tanneke, the other servant. Tanneke introduces her to Maria Thins, who is the mother of the painter’s wife, Catharina Vermeer, and the real master of the house. She is told what will be expected of her, namely the cleaning of the painter’s studio, where all the objects have to be kept in the exact same place they were found. In the afternoon, she goes to the market with Tanneke, who introduces her to the butcher where the Vermeer family buys its meat. This is how Griet meets Pieter, the butcher’s son, who will later become her husband. After these encounters, Griet goes to the canal, accompanied by the children, and is bullied by Cornelia, the second Vermeer daughter. Griet slaps her to make it clear that she will not be browbeaten, and then realizes that the young girl might cause her problems.
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