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			François Rabelais


			French humanist writer 


			

					Born in Chinon (France) in around 1494.


					Died in Paris in 1553.


					
Notable works: 
	
Pantagruel (1532), novel


	
Gargantua (1534), novel


	
Le Tiers Livre ("The Third Book", 1546), novel







			


			François Rabelais was born in around 1494. He was the son of a lawyer, but decided to take holy orders in around 1510. Men of letters, both monks and laymen, shared their passion for Antiquity and humanism with him. Rabelais left the clergy in 1527 for unknown reasons and went to study medicine at the University of Montpellier. He then moved to Lyon, where he wrote humorous pamphlets and began to correspond with Erasmus (Dutch humanist, 1469-1536). He also published his first two books (Pantagruel and Gargantua), which were censored by the College of Sorbonne. Rabelais then became the secretary of Jean du Bellay (French bishop and diplomat, 1492/98-1560), who he accompanied to Rome. From 1546, he began to publish sequels to his books, a decision which caused him a lot of trouble with the College of Sorbonne. Some time later, the cardinal managed to get him the position of curate of Meudon, which he resigned from in 1553. 


			Rabelais was a unique, cultivated and jovial man. He died in 1553 in Paris. 


		




		

			Gargantua 


			From giant to gargantuan 


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Rabelais, F. (1894) Gargantua. Trans. Urquhart, T. Nottingham: Printed and Published for Private Circulation.


					
1st edition: 1534


					
Themes: folklore, laughter, parody, education, war, gigantism 


			


			Gargantua was published in 1534 in Lyon by François Juste, under the pseudonym Alcofribas Nasier (an anagram of the author’s real name, François Rabelais). His first novel, Pantagruel, published in 1532, had already been very successful. However, instead of merely continuing the story, Rabelais decided to narrate the life of Pantagruel’s father, Gargantua.


			The tale was reworked several times and, before its final republication in 1542, the author prudently adjusted several parts of the book which had come under fire. The most notable of these adjustments was changing the words “theologians” and “Sorbonne” to “sophist”.


			Although the book is the most structured of Rabelais’ stories, it still stands out due to its unique, creative use of language. Rabelais is a sceptical, mocking writer and always defends his ideas with the greatest weapon there is: laughter.


		




		

			Summary


			Childhood and education (Chapters 1-14)


			Grangousier the giant marries Gargamelle. She falls pregnant and carries the baby for 11 months, which, according to the narrator, is a sign that the baby will be perfect. Gargamelle goes to a Mardi Gras banquet. In spite of her husband’s disapproval, she stuffs herself with tripe, drinks a large amount of wine and dances a lot. It is at this point that she begins to have contractions and gives birth in a rather unusual manner: the child comes out of her ear, shouting “some drink, some drink, some drink.” His father, King Grangousier, calls him Gargantua. Feeding the enormous newborn requires thousands of cows. 


			The child is completely free to do whatever he wants: he drinks, eats, sleeps, chases butterflies, rolls around in the dirt, and so on. His vocabulary is limited to childish gibberish and scatological fables. One day, Gargantua invents the wipebreech. Realising that his son is very intelligent, Grangousier decides to hire him a private tutor by the name of Tubal Holofernes. However, the kind of archaic and sophistic education the man gives him actually makes Gargantua less intelligent. One day Eudemon, an educated page who makes Gargantua look like a fool, shows up. Grangousier realises his mistake and sends his son to study in Paris. He receives an enormous mare as a gift from the King of Numidia, and she becomes Gargantua’s steed.


			On the road, Gargantua’s horse accidently destroys a forest with her tail. When he reaches the capital, Gargantua urinates and drowns the majority of the inhabitants. He then tears out the bells from Our Lady’s Church to hang them from the neck of his horse. The survivors send a man called Janotus de Bragmardo to negotiate with him. However, he speaks in such an absurd way that Gargantua finds him comical. Janotus goes to the masters of the College of Sorbonne to be paid, but they refuse. The man immediately brings a suit in law against them. The bells are finally returned, and the Parisians take care of the giant’s horse. 
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