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    ARTHUR KOESTLER




    HUNGARIAN-BRITISH AUTHOR, DRAMATIST AND JOURNALIST




    

      	Born in Budapest, Hungary in 1905.




      	Died in London, England in 1983.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Gladiators (1939), novel




          	
Arrival and Departure (1943), novel




          	
The God that Failed (1949), essay collection (Koestler was one of six contributors)




          	
Reflections on Hanging (1956), non-fiction


        


      


    




    Arthur Koestler was a Hungarian-born novelist, essayist, dramatist and political commentator. He is best known for his dissections of Communism and essays on political responsibility and personal morality. After studying at the University of Vienna, he applied for membership of the Communist Party of Germany in 1931. Koestler became a journalist and while covering the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) as a correspondent for British newspapers, he was imprisoned by the fascists. In the 1930s, he became disillusioned with the direction that Stalinism had taken the Communist movement and broke away from the Party, using his experiences, including being interned as a suspected Soviet agent, to create some of his most influential works.




    Koestler wrote in English after 1940 – Darkness at Noon was originally written in German but the manuscript was left behind when Koestler fled to Britain as the Nazis invaded France. Fortunately the novel had already been translated into English by a friend and sent to a publisher in the UK. Koestler became a British citizen in 1948. He married three times and became interested in mysticism and the paranormal in later life. Koestler and his last wife, who believed in voluntary euthanasia, took their own lives when it became clear he was dying of leukaemia.


  




  

    DARKNESS AT NOON




    TOMORROW I DIE




    

      	
Genre: political novel




      	
Reference edition: Koestler, A. (1941) Darkness at Noon. Scribner; First American Edition.




      	
1st edition: 1940




      	
Themes: the individual and the collective, the political old and new guard, personal responsibility, guilt


    




    This novel is set during the time of Stalin’s show trials in the Soviet Union in the 1930s. These public events were used to purge Communist Party members who were considered disloyal. The protagonist, Nicholas Rubashov, is one of the old guard of the Party, an ageing revolutionary, who is arrested and jailed for putative crimes against the Party. In the course of the novel, he denies and then confesses to these crimes that he has not committed. Through his eyes and the numerous interrogations, we learn of his personal story and the story of the Communist Party as he recalls the events in his life which culminate in his final moments. Against this backdrop we are led to examine personal and systemic moral responsibility and culpability. The novel was very well received by contemporary critics and is regularly cited as one of the best 100 novels of the 20th century. It influenced writers such as George Orwell (British novelist, essayist and political commentator, 1903 – 1950) and memoirs by other dissidents.



OEBPS/Images/couv.jpg
Darkness
at Noon

BY ARTHUR KOESTLER





OEBPS/Images/promo01.jpg
o
v
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
BOOK ANALYSIS

By Steve MacGregor

Darkness

at Noon
BY ARTHUR KOESTLER

Bright

=Summaries.com





