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    EVELYN WAUGH




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1903.




      	Died in Somerset in 1966.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Decline and Fall (1928), novel




          	
A Handful of Dust (1934), novel




          	
Brideshead Revisited (1945), novel


        


      


    




    Evelyn Waugh was an English novelist and journalist. He was educated at Lancing College, Sussex and later earned a third-class degree from Hertford College, Oxford. After working as a schoolmaster, briefly attending art school, taking carpentry lessons and attempting to drown himself only to be put off by a jellyfish, he published his first book, a biography of the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti, in 1928, and his first novel, Decline and Fall, later that year. There followed a conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930, a second marriage in 1937, the births of seven children, journeys in Africa and South America, stints in the Royal Marines, the Commandos and the Special Service Brigade during the Second World War and the publication of 13 more novels and several works of non-fiction, before his death on Easter Sunday in 1966. Waugh is revered as one of English literature’s finest prose stylists and fiercest satirists. His greatest novels are typically both hilarious and disturbing and chronicle the chaos, disillusionment and moral ambiguity of the years between the two World Wars.


  




  

    SCOOP




    A NOVEL ABOUT JOURNALISTS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Waugh, E. (2000) Scoop. [Ebook]. London: Penguin Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1938




      	
Themes: journalism, news, politics, war, country life


    




    Scoop was Evelyn Waugh’s fifth novel. Published in 1938 and described in a New York Times review as “uproariously funny” (The New York Times, 1938), it is a thrilling and farcical portrait of life as a foreign correspondent.




    The unsuspecting William Boot – country gentleman and nature columnist – is plucked from obscurity by Lord Copper, the omnipotent owner of the Daily Beast, and dispatched to Ishmaelia in Africa, where war is brewing. “Best of luck” he is told. “We shall expect the first victory about the beginning of July” (p. 56).




    Largely uninterested in his trade and entirely ignorant of the Ishmaelite situation, Boot nonetheless manages – quite by accident and under the noses of his vastly more experienced colleagues – to uncover a major story, much to the delight of all back at the Beast.




    By the time Scoop was published, Waugh was already established as one of the pre-eminent novelists of the age. The novel remains a favourite among his readers, and is held by journalists to be one of the finest fictional portrayals of their profession in English literature.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE WRONG BOOT




    John Courtney Boot – successful novelist and travel writer – visits Mrs Stitch – wife of the cabinet minister Algernon Stitch – to ask a favour. Intent on escaping an unfortunate romance, John asks Mrs Stitch to use her influence to arrange for him to be sent as a foreign correspondent to Ishmaelia in Africa, where war is rumoured to be imminent. Mrs Stitch duly lunches with Lord Copper, head of the Megalopolitan Corporation and overseer of the Daily Beast, who happens to be short of a foreign correspondent after an unhappy dispute over the exact date of the Battle of Hastings. Mrs Stitch works her magic and Lord Copper makes his wishes known to his foreign editor, Mr Salter: “I tell you who I want: Boot” (p. 18). Unsure of exactly who Boot is, Mr Salter flicks through a copy of the Beast and finds that a man of that very name – William Boot – writes the nature column.
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