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Preface.




 


In the following pages I have attempted to bring together from the pens of

several authors who have written expressly for this book, the more

interesting phases of the history, literature, folk-lore, etc., of the

medical profession.


If the same welcome be given to this work as was accorded to those I have

previously produced, my labours will not have been in vain.


William Andrews.


The Hull Press,


Hull, November 11th, 1895.
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THE DOCTOR


IN HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND FOLK-LORE.


 


Barber-Surgeons.


By William Andrews, f.r.h.s.


 


The calling of the barber is of great antiquity. We find in the Book of

the Prophet Ezekiel (v. 1) allusions to the Jewish custom of the barber

shaving the head as a sign of mourning.


In the remote past the art of surgery and the trade of barber were

combined. It is clear that in all parts of the civilized world, in bygone

times, the barber acted as a kind of surgeon, or to state his position

more precisely, he practised phlebotomy.


Barbers appear to have gained their experience from the monks whom they

assisted in surgical operations. The clergy up to about the twelfth

century had the care of men’s bodies as well as of their souls, and

practised surgery and medicine. The operations of surgery involved the

shedding of blood, and it was felt that this was incompatible with the

functions of the clergy. After much consideration and discussion, in 1163

the council of Tours, under Pope Alexander III., forbade the clergy to act

as surgeons, but they were permitted to dispense medicine.


The edict of Tours must have given satisfaction to the barbers, and they

were not slow to avail themselves of the opportunities the change afforded

them. In London, and we presume in other places, the barbers advertised

their blood-letting in a most objectionable manner. It was customary to

put blood in their windows to attract the attention of the public. An

ordinance was passed in 1307, directing the barbers to have the blood

“privily carried into the Thames under pain of paying two shillings to the

use of the Sheriffs.”


At an early period in London the barbers were banded together, and a gild

was formed. In the first instance it seems that the chief object was the

bringing together of the members at religious observances. They attended

the funerals and obits of deceased members and their wives. Eventually it

was transformed into a semi-social and religious gild, and subsequently

became a trade gild.


In 1308, Richard le Barber, the first master of the Barbers’ Company, was

sworn at the Guildhall, London. As time progressed, the London Company of

Barbers increased in importance.


In the first year of the reign of Edward IV. (1462) the barbers were

incorporated by a royal charter, and it was confirmed by succeeding

monarchs.


A change of title occurred in 1540, and it was then named the Company of

Barber-Surgeons. Holbein painted a picture of Henry VIII. and the

Barber-Surgeons. The painting is still preserved, and may be seen at the

Barber-Surgeons’ Hall, Monkwell Street, London. We give a carefully

executed wood engraving of the celebrated picture. Pepys calls this “not a

pleasant though a good picture.” It is the largest and last painting of

Holbein. In the Leisure Hour for September 1895, are some interesting

details respecting it, that are well worth reproducing. “It is painted,”

we are told, “on vertical oak boards, being 5ft. 11in. high by 10ft. 2in.

long. It seems to have been begun about 1541, and finished after

Holbein’s death in 1543, and it has evidently been altered since its first

delivery. The tablet, for instance, was not always in the background, for

the old engraving in the College of Surgeons has a window in its place,

showing the old tower of St. Bride’s, and thus indicating Bridewell as the

site of the ceremony. The outermost figure to the left, too, is omitted,

and, according to some critics, the back row of heads are all

post-Holbeinic. The names over the heads appear to have been added in

Charles I.’s time, and it is significant that only two portraits in the

back row are so distinguished.” The king is represented wearing his robes,

and is seated on a chair of state, holding erect his sword of state, and

about him are the leading members of the fraternity. “The men whose

portraits appear in the picture,” says the Leisure Hour, “are not

nonentities. The first figure to the king’s right, with his hands in his

gown, is Dr. John Chambre, king’s physician, Fellow and Warden of Merton,

and happy in his multitudinous appointments, both clerical and lay. Behind

him is the Doctor Butts of Shakespeare’s ‘Henry VIII.’—the Sir William

Butts who was the king’s and Princess Mary’s physician, and whose wife is

known by Holbein’s splendid portrait of her. Behind Butts is Alsop, the

king’s apothecary. To the king’s left the first figure is Thomas Vicary,

surgeon to Bartholomew’s Hospital, serjeant-surgeon to the king, and

author of ‘The Anatomie of the Bodie of Man.’ Next to him is Sir John

Ayleff, an exceptionally good portrait. Then come in the undernamed:

Nicholas Simpson, Edmund Harman (one of the witnesses to the king’s will),

James Monforde (who gave the company the silver hammer still used by the

Master in presiding at the courts), John Pen (another fine portrait),

Nicholas Alcocke, and Richard Ferris (also serjeant-surgeon to the king).

In the back row the only names given are those of Christopher Salmond and

William Tilley.”


In the reign of Henry VIII. an enactment as follows was in force:—“No

person using any shaving or barbery in London shall occupy any surgery,

letting of blood, or other matter, except of drawing teeth.” Laws were

made, but they could not be, or at all events were not, enforced. Disputes

were frequent. The barbers acted often as surgeons, and the surgeons

increased their income by the use of the razor and shears. At this period

vigorous attempts were made to confine each to their legitimate work.


The barber’s pole, it is said, owes its origin to the barber-surgeons.

Much has been written on this topic, but we believe that the following are

the facts of the matter. We know that in the days of old bleeding was a

frequent occurrence, and during the operation the patient used to grasp a

staff, stick, or pole which the barber-surgeon kept ready for use, and

round it was bound a supply of bandages for tying the arm of the patient.

The pole, when not in use, was hung at the door as a sign. In course of

time a painted pole was displayed instead of that used in the operation.


Lord Thurlow addressing the House of Lords, July 17th, 1797, stated, “by a

statute, still in force, barbers and surgeons were each to use a pole [as

a sign]. The barbers were to have theirs blue and white, striped, with no

other appendage; but the surgeons’, which was to be the same in other

respects, was likewise to have a gully-pot and a red rag, to denote the

particular nature of their vocations.”


The Rev. J. L. Saywell has a note on bleeding in his “History and Annals

of Northallerton” (1885):—“Towards the early part of this century,”

observes Mr. Saywell, “a singular custom prevailed in the town and

neighbourhood of Northallerton (Yorkshire). In the spring of the year

nearly all the robust male adults, and occasionally females, repaired to a

surgeon to be bled, a process which they considered essentially conduced

to vigorous health.” The charge for the operation was one shilling.


Parliament was petitioned, in 1542, praying that surgeons might be exempt

from bearing arms and serving on juries, and thus be enabled without

hindrance to attend to their professional duties. The request was granted,

and to the present time medical men enjoy the privileges granted so long

ago.


In 1745, the surgeons and the barbers separated by Act of Parliament. The

barber-surgeons lingered for a long time, the last in London, named

Middleditch, of Great Suffolk Street, in the Borough, only dying in 1821.

Mr. John Timbs, the popular writer, left on record that he had a vivid

recollection of Middleditch’s dentistry.


 


 








Touching for the King’s Evil.


By William Andrews, f.r.h.s.


 


The practice of touching for the cure of scrofula—a disease more

generally known as king’s evil—prevailed for a long period in England.

Edward the Confessor who reigned from 1042 to 1066, appears to be the

first monarch in this country who employed this singular mode of

treatment.


About a century after the death of Edward the Confessor, William of

Malmesbury compiled his “Chronicle of the Kings of England,” and in this

work is the earliest allusion to the subject. Holinshed has placed on

record some interesting details respecting Edward the Confessor. “As it

has been thought,” says Holinshed, in writing of the king, “he was

inspired with the gift of prophecy, and also to have the gift of healing

infirmities and disease commonly called the king’s evil, and left that

virtue, as it were, a portion of inheritance to his successors, the kings

of this realm.” The first edition of the “Chronicle” was published in

1577, and from it Shakespeare drew much material for his historical

dramas. There is an allusion to this singular superstition in Macbeth,

which it will be interesting to reproduce.


Malcolm and Macduff are in England, “in a room in the King’s palace” (the

palace of King Edward the Confessor):—






	“Malcolm.


	Comes the King forth I pray you?





	Doctor.

	Aye, sir! There are a crew of wretched souls


That stay his cure: their malady convinces


The great assay of art; but at his touch—


Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand—


They presently amend.





	Malcolm.

	I thank you, Doctor.





	Macduff.

	What’s the disease he means?





	Malcolm.

	’Tis called the evil:


A most miraculous work in this good King;


Which often, since my here-remain in England,


I’ve seen him do. How he solicits heaven,


Himself best knows: but strangely visited people


All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye,


The mere despair of surgery, he cures,


Hanging a golden stamp about their necks,


Put on with holy prayers: and ’tis spoken,


To the succeeding royalty he leaves


The healing benediction. With this strange virtue,


He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy,


And sundry blessings hang about his throne


That speak him full of grace.”









History does not furnish any facts respecting touching by the four kings

of the House of Normandy. It is generally believed that the Norman

monarchs did not practise the rite.


Henry II., the first of the Plantagenet line, emulated the Confessor. We

know this fact from a record made by Peter of Blois, the royal chaplain,

in which it is clearly stated that the king performed certain cures by

touch. John of Gaddesden, in the days of Edward II., wrote a treatise in

which he gave instructions for several modes of treatment for the disease,

and if they failed, recommended the sufferers to seek cure by royal touch.

Bradwardine, Archbishop of Canterbury, lived in the reigns of Edward III.

and Richard II., and from his statements we learn that both kings kept up

the observance.


Henry IV., the first king of the House of Lancaster, touched for the evil.

This we learn from a “Defence to the title of House of Lancaster,” written

by Sir John Fortesque, Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench. He

speaks of the practice as “belonging to the kings of England from time

immemorial.” This pamphlet is preserved among the Cottonian manuscripts in

the British Museum.


The earliest king of the House of Tudor, Henry VII., was the first to give

a small gold piece, known as a touch-piece, to those undergoing the

ceremony.


During the reign of the next monarch, Henry VIII., little attention

appears to have been given to the subject. It was at this period largely

practised in France. Cardinal Wolsey, when at the Court of Francis I., in

1527, witnessed the king touch two hundred people. On Easter Sunday, 1686,

Louis XIV. is recorded to have touched 1,600. He used these words:—“Le

Roy te touche, Dieu te guéisse.” (“The King touches thee. May God cure

thee!”)


Coming back to the history of our own country, and dealing with the more

interesting passages bearing on this theme, we find that in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, William Clowes, the Court Surgeon, believed firmly in the

efficacy of the royal touch. “The king’s queen’s evil,” he says, “is a

disease repugnant to nature, which grievous malady is known to be

miraculously cured and healed by the sacred hands of the Queen’s most

Royal Majesty, even by Divine inspiration and wonderful work and power of

God, above man’s will, act, and expectation.” In this reign, under the

title of “Charisma; sive Donum Sanationis,” a book was published by

William Fookes bearing testimony to the cures effected by royal touch on

all sorts and conditions of people from various parts of the country.


The Stuarts paid particular attention to the practice. No fewer than

eleven proclamations published during the reign of Charles I. are

preserved at the State Paper Office, and chiefly relate to the times the

afflicted might attend the court to receive the royal touch. In course of

time the king’s pecuniary means became limited, and he was unable to

present gold touch-pieces, so silver was substituted, and many received

the rite of touch only.


During the Commonwealth we have not any trace of Cromwell touching for the

malady. During the rising in the West of England, the Duke of Monmouth,

who claimed to be the rightful heir to the throne, touched several persons

for the evil, and, said a newspaper of the time, with success. One of the

charges made against him on his trial at Edinburgh for high treason, was,

that he had “touched children of the King’s Evil.” Two witnesses proved

the charge, having witnessed the ceremony at Taunton.


No sooner had another Stuart obtained the English crown than the ceremony

was again performed. During the first year of the reign of Charles II.,

six thousand seven hundred and twenty-five persons were brought to His

Majesty to be healed. The ceremony was often performed on a Sunday. Evelyn

and Pepys were witnesses of these proceedings, and in their Diaries have

recorded interesting particulars. Under date of 6th July, 1660, “His

Majesty,” writes Evelyn, “began first to touch for ye evil, according to

custome thus: Sitting under his state in the Banqueting House, the

chirurgeons cause the sick to be brought or led up to the throne, where,

they kneeling, ye king strokes their faces and cheeks with both his hands

at once, at which instant a chaplaine in his fermalities says:—‘He put

his hands upon them and healed them.’ This he said to every one in

particular. When they have been all totched, they come up again in the

same order; and the other chaplaine kneeling, and having an angel of gold

strung on white ribbon on his arme, delivers them one by one to His

Majestie, who puts them about the necks of the touched as they passe,

while the first chaplaine repeats ‘That is ye true light which came into

ye world.’ Then follows an epistle (as at first a gospel) with the

liturgy, prayers for the sick, with some alteration, and then the Lord

Chamberlain and the Comptroller of the Household bring a basin, ewer, and

towel, for his Majesty to wash.”


Samuel Pepys witnessed the ceremony on April 13th, 1661, and refers to it

in his Diary. “Went to the Banquet House, and there saw the King heal, the

first time I ever saw him do it, which he did with great gravity, and it

seemed to me to be an ugly office and a simple one.”


In Evelyn’s Diary on March 28th, 1684, there is a record of a serious

accident, “There was,” he writes, “so great a concourse of people with

their children to be touched for the evil, that six or seven were crushed

to death by pressing at the chirurgeon’s door for tickets.”


According to Macaulay, Charles II. during his reign touched nearly a

hundred thousand persons. In the year 1682 he performed the rite eight

thousand five hundred times.


No person was allowed to enter the King’s presence for the purpose of

receiving the rite without first obtaining a certificate from the minister

of his parish from whence he came, nor unless he had not previously been

touched. A proclamation of Charles II., dated January 9th, 1683, ordered a

register of the certificates to be made. Here is a record drawn from the

Old Town’s Book of Birmingham:—



“March 14th, 1683, Elizabeth, daughter of John and Anne Dickens, of

Birmingham, in the county of Warwick, was certified for in order to

obtayne his Majesty’s touch for her cure.






	Henry Grove,

	 

	Minister.





	John Birch,

	}

	Churchwardens.”





	Henry Pater,












We cull from the churchwardens’ accounts of Terling, Essex, the following

item:—



“1683 Decr. Pd. for his Majestie’s order for touching 00.00.06.”





A page in the register book of Bisley, Surrey, is headed thus,

“Certificates for the Evill commonly called the kings Evill.” Two entries

occur as follow:—



“Elizabeth Collier and Thomas Collier the children of Thomas Collier,

Senior, had a certificate from the minister and churchwardens of

Bisley, August 7th 1686.”


“Sarah Massey, the daughter of Richard Massey, had a certificate from

the minister and churchwardens of Bisley, 1st April 1688.”





Old parish accounts often contain entries similar to the following, from

Ecclesfield, Yorkshire:—






	“1641.

	Given to John Parkin wife towards her


trauell to London to get cure of his Matie.


for the disease called Euill which her


soone Thom is visited withall

	0. 6. 8.”









“The following extracts,” says a contributor to The Reliquary of

January, 1894, “from the Minute Books of the Corporation of the city of

York, show that general belief in the virtue of the touching by the King

was unshaken at the end of the seventeenth century. It must be borne in

mind that these Minutes do not record the acts of individuals, but were

those of the Corporation of what was at that time one of the most

important cities in the country, and that it was in administering Poor Law

Relief that the grants were made.


In Vol. 38 of the Corporation Records, fo. 74b, under the date of February

28th, 1671, is the following:—



“Ordered that Elizabeth Trevis haue xs given her for charges in

carrying her daughter to London to be touched for the Evill.”





A few years later, on March 12th, 1678 (fo. 156b), occurs the

following:—



“Anne Thornton to haue xs for goeing to London to be touched for the

euill.”





And again on March 3, 1687 (fo. 249b), ten shillings was granted for

“carrying of Judith Gibbons & her Child & one Dorothy Browne to London to

be touched by his Majestie in order to be healed of the Kings Evil.”


The Records of the Corporation of Preston, Lancashire, contain at least

two references to this matter. In the year 1682 the bailiffs were

instructed to “pay unto James Harrison, bricklayer, 10s. towards carrying

his son to London, in order to the procuring of His Majesty’s touch.”


Five years later, when James II. was at Chester, the council passed a vote

that “the Bailiff pay unto the persons undermentioned each of them 5s.

towards their charge in going to Chester to get his Majesty’s

touch:—Anne, daughter of Abel Mope; —— daughter Richard Letmore.”


It is recorded that James II. touched eight hundred persons in the choir

of the Cathedral of Chester.


The ceremony cost, we learn from Macaulay, about £10,000 a year, and the

amount would have been much greater but for the vigilance of the royal

surgeons, whose business it was to examine the applicants, and to

distinguish those who came for the cure, and those who came for the gold.


William III. declined to have anything to do with a ceremony he regarded

as an imposture. “It is a silly superstition,” he said, when he heard that

at the close of Lent his palace was besieged by a crowd of sick. “Give the

poor creatures some money, and send them away.” On one occasion only was

he induced to lay his hand on a sufferer. “God give you better health,” he

said, “and more sense.”


The next to wear the crown was Queen Anne, and she revived the rite. In

the London Gazette of March 12th, 1712, appeared an official

announcement that the queen intended to touch for the evil. In Lent of

that year, Dr. Johnson, then a child, went up to London with his mother in

the stage coach that he might have the benefit of the royal touch. He was

then between two and three years of age. “His mother,” writes Boswell,

“yielding to the superstitious notion which, it is wonderful to think,

prevailed so long in this country as to the virtue of regal touch (a

notion to which a man of such inquiry and such judgment as Carte, the

historian, could give credit), carried him to London, where he was

actually touched by Queen Anne. Mrs. Johnson, indeed, as Mr. Hector

informed me, acted by the advice of the celebrated Sir John Floyer, then a

physician in Lichfield. Johnson used to talk of this very frankly, and

Mrs. Piozzi has preserved his very picturesque description of the scene as

it remained upon his fancy. Being asked if he could remember Queen Anne,

‘He had,’ he said, ‘a confused but somehow a sort of solemn recollection

of a lady in diamonds and a long black hood.’ This touch, however, was

without any effect.” The malady remained with Dr. Johnson to his death.
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TOUCH-PIECE OF CHARLES II. (GOLD).


 


After the death of Queen Anne, no other English sovereign kept up the

custom, although the service remained in the “Book of Common Prayer” as

late as 1719.


The latest instance we have found of the ceremony being performed was in

October, 1745, when Charles Edward, at Holyrood House, touched a child.
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(GOLD).  TOUCH-PIECES OF JAMES II.  (SILVER).


 


In the preceding pages we have referred to “touch pieces,” and it will not

be without interest to direct attention to some of the more notable

examples. A small sum of money was given by Edward I., and it has been

suggested that it was probably presented in the form of alms. Henry VII.

gave a small gold coin known as the angel noble. It was of about six

shillings and eight pence in value, and was a current coin of the period,

and the smallest gold coin issued. On one side of the coin was a figure of

the angel Michael overcoming the dragon, and on the other a ship on the

waves. During the residence of Charles II. on the continent, those who

visited him to receive the royal rite had to give him gold, but after the

Restoration, “touch-pieces” were made expressly for presentation at the

healings. They were small gold medals resembling angels, but they were not

equal in value to the angels previously given. However they met a want

when gold was in great demand. James II. had two kinds of touch pieces,

one of gold and the other of silver, but they were not half the size of

those given by Charles II. Queen Anne gave a touch-piece a little larger

than that of James II. The touch-piece presented by this Queen to Dr.



Johnson may, with other specimens, be seen in the British Museum.
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TOUCH-PIECE OF ANNE (GOLD).


 


In a carefully-compiled article in the Archæological Journal, vol. x.,

p. 187-211, will be found some interesting particulars of touch-pieces,

and to it we are indebted for the few details we have given bearing on

this part of our subject.


 


 








Visiting Patients.


 


The doctor made his daily rounds, before the reign of Charles II., on

horseback, sitting sideways on foot-clothes. He must have cut an

undignified figure as he rode through the streets of London and our chief

towns.


A change came after the Restoration, and we meet with the physicians

making their visits in a carriage and pair. It seems that increased fees

were expected with the introduction of the carriage. A curious note

appears on this subject in Lex Talionis. “For there must now be a little

coach and two horses,” says the author, “and, being thus attended,

half-a-piece their usual fee is but ill taken, and popped into their left

pocket, and possibly may cause the patient to send for his worship twice

before he will come again in the hazard of another angel.” The carriage

was popular, and physicians vied with each other in making the greatest

display.


In the days of Queen Anne, a doctor would even drive half-a-dozen horses

attached to his chariot, and not fewer than four was the general rule.


In our own time the doctor’s carriage and pair is to be seen in all

directions. It is now driven for use and not for display as in the days of

Queen Anne.


We have seen the bicycle used by doctors of good standing, and we predict

the time is not far distant when it will be more generally ridden by

members of the medical profession.


 


 








Assaying Meat and Drink.


By William Andrews, f.r.h.s.


 


From the time of our earliest Norman king down to the days of James I.,

the chief people of the land partook of their food in fear. Treachery was

a not infrequent occurrence, and poison was much used as a means of taking

life. As a precaution against murder, assayers of food, drink, etc., were

appointed. Doctors usually filled the office, and by their unremitting

attention to their duties crime was to a great extent prevented. In a

royal household the physician acted as assayer.


Let us imagine ourselves in an old English home, the palace of a king, or

the stronghold of a leading nobleman. The cloth is laid by subordinate

servants, but not without considerable ceremony. Next a chief officer of

the household sees that every article on the table is free from poison.

The bread about to be consumed is cut, and, in the presence of the “taker

of assay,” is tasted, and the salt is also tested. The knives, spoons,

and table linen are kissed by a responsible person, so that assurance

might be given that they were free from poison. Then the salt dish is

covered with a lid, and the bread is wrapped in a napkin, and afterwards

the whole table is covered with a fair white cloth. The coverlet remains

until the head of the household comes to take his repast, and then his

chief servant removes the covering of the table. If any person attempted

to touch the covered bread or the covered salt after the spreading of the

coverlet, they ran the risk of a severe flogging, and sometimes even death

at the hands of a hangman.


The time of bringing up the meats having arrived, the assayer proceeds to

the kitchen, and tests the loyalty of the steward and cook by compelling

them to partake of small quantities of the food prepared before it is

taken to the table. Pieces of bread were cut and dipped into every mess,

and were afterwards eaten by cook and steward. The crusts of closed pies

were raised, and the contents tasted; small pieces of the more substantial

viands were tasted, and not a single article of food was suffered to leave

the kitchen without being assayed. After the ceremony had been completed,

each dish was covered, no matter if hot or cold, and these were taken by

servitors to the banqueting hall, a marshal with wand of office preceding

the procession. The bearers on no account were permitted to linger on the

way, no matter if their hands were burnt they must bear the pain, far

better to suffer that than be suspected of tampering with the food. On no

pretext were the covers to be removed until the proper time, and by the

servants appointed for that purpose. If very hot, the bearers might

perhaps protect their hands with bread, which was to be kept out of sight.


We produce from the Rev. Charles Bullock’s interesting volume entitled

“How they Lived in the Olden Time,” a picture of bringing in the dinner.

It will be observed that the steward, bearing his staff of office, heads

the procession.


Each dish as it was brought to the table was again tasted in the presence

of the personage who purposed partaking of it. This entailed considerable

ceremony, and took up much time. To render the delay as little unpleasant

as possible to the guests, music was usually performed.


 


[image: ]


BRINGING IN THE DINNER.


 


In the stately homes of old England, as a mark of respect to the

distinguished visitor, it was customary to assign to him an assayer.

History furnishes a notable instance of an omission of the official. When

Richard II. was at Pontefract Castle, we gather from Hall’s Chronicle,

edition 1548, folio 14, that Sir Piers Exton intended poisoning the King,

and, to use the chronicler’s words, forbade the “esquire whiche was

accustumed to serve and take the assaye beefore Kyng Richarde, to again

use that manner of service.” According to Hall, the King “sat downe to

dyner, and was served withoute curtesie or assaye; he much mervaylyng at

the sodayne mutacion of the thynge, demanded of the esquire why he did not

do his duty.” He replied that Sir Piers had forbidden him performing the

duties pertaining to his position. The King immediately picked up a

carving-knife, struck upon the head of the assayer, and exclaimed, “The

devil take Henry of Lancaster and thee together.”


Paul Hentzner, a German tutor, visited England in 1598, and wrote a

graphic account of his travels in the country, which were translated into

English by Horace Walpole. The work contains a curious account of the

ceremonies of laying the cloth, etc., for Queen Elizabeth at Greenwich

Palace. The notice is rather long, but is so entertaining and informing

that it well merits reproduction. “A gentleman,” it is stated, “entered

the room bearing a rod, and along with him another who had a table-cloth,

which, after they had both kneeled three times, with the utmost

veneration, he spread upon the table, and after kneeling again, they both

retired. Then came two others, one with the rod again, and the other with

a salt-cellar and a plate of bread: when they had kneeled, as the others

had done, and placed what was brought upon the table, they, too, retired

with the same ceremonies performed by the first. At last came an unmarried

lady (we were told she was a Countess), and along with her a married one,

bearing a tasting-knife; the former was dressed in white silk, who when

she prostrated herself three times in the most graceful manner, approached

the table, and rubbed the plates with bread and salt with as much care as

if the Queen had been present; when they had waited there a little time,

the Yeomen of the Guard entered bareheaded, clothed in scarlet, with a

golden rose upon their backs, bringing in at each turn a course of

twenty-four dishes, served in plate, most of it gilt; these dishes were

received by a gentleman in the same order they were brought, and placed

upon the table, while the lady-taster gave to each guard a mouthful to

eat, for fear of poison. During the time that this guard, which consists

of the tallest and stoutest men that can be found in all England, being

carefully selected for this service, were bringing dinner, twelve trumpets

and two kettle-drums made the hall ring for half-an-hour together. At the

end of the ceremonial, a number of unmarried ladies appeared, who, with

particular solemnity, lifted the meat off the table and conveyed it into

the Queen’s inner and more private chamber, where, after she had chosen

for herself, the rest goes to the ladies of the Court.”
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