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    FORD MADDOX FORD




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, POET AND EDITOR




    

      	Born in Surrey in 1873.




      	Died in Deauville in 1939.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Inheritors (1901), novel (cowritten with Joseph Conrad)




          	
Fifth Queen (1906-1908), historical novel trilogy




          	
The Good Soldier (1915), novel


        


      


    




    Ford Maddox Ford, formerly Ford Maddox Heuffer, had parents with both artistic and musical connections. As a consequence, he grew up surrounded by the intellectual and cultural elite of his time. Ford eloped with Elsie Martindale in 1894, but suffered a breakdown from stress caused by the disintegration of his relationship with his wife, aggravated by financial difficulties, in 1904. Following a relationship with the writer, Violet Hunt, Ford departed for France, where he lived with the painter Stella Bowen. After World War I he changed his last name from the German, Heuffer, to Ford.




    Throughout his life Ford was a prolific writer of novels, poetry and criticism, as well as editor of the English Review. The Good Soldier is considered his finest work. It is notable for its use of flashbacks and of an unreliable narrator. Furthermore, his novel tetralogy Parade’s End continues to be admired for its portrayal of World War I.


  




  

    PARADE’S END




    NOVEL TETRALOGY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Ford, F. M. (2013) Parade’s End. Ware: Wordsworth Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1924-1928




      	
Themes: World War I, society, infidelity, divorce, sibling relationships


    




    Parade’s End begins several years prior to the start of World War I and concludes several years after the Armistice. The four novels narrate the experiences of Christopher Tietjens, with the events of the first novel, Some Do Not, taking place before the war; the events of the second and third novels, No More Parades and A Man Could Stand Up, taking place during the war; and the concluding novel, Last Post, taking place in the post-war years. The novels are presented from the perspectives of various characters and are concerned with Christopher’s relationships: primarily with his wife, Sylvia; his brother, Mark; and the woman he loves, Valentine. The debates on morality, principle and pragmatism which pervade the tetralogy reflect the loss of social and moral stability felt in the early part of the 20th century. Parade’s End is considered a seminal work of fiction set within the context of World War I. It also displays elements of avant-garde literary modernism.
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