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    JAMES BALDWIN




    AMERICAN NOVELIST, PLAYWRIGHT, ESSAYIST, AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in New York City in 1924.




      	Died in Saint-Paul-de-Vence, France in 1987.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953), novel




          	
Notes of a Native Son (1955), essays




          	
The Fire Next Time (1963), essays


        


      


    




    Born in Harlem during the height of the Harlem Renaissance (1920s cultural movement marking the ‘rebirth’ of Black American culture in New York), James Baldwin led a crowded but lonely childhood. Abused by his stepfather for being a bastard, the result of a relationship his mother had before their marriage, and intelligent in a way that set him, even at an early age, apart from his peers, Baldwin grew up in relative poverty, often helping to take care of his eight younger siblings. Maturing into adolescence as a young black man in a world still plagued by violent and explicit racism, and gradually coming to understand that he was bisexual, Baldwin also struggled to find acceptance beyond the family home in the city where he had been born.




    He chose to leave New York at the age of 24 and emigrated to France where, arriving first in Paris, he would produce much of the work for which he is most celebrated. Today recognised as one of the most important minds of the 20th century, Baldwin was an early proponent of black rights and gay rights in America. His work was the subject of the critically acclaimed 2016 documentary, I Am Not Your Negro, directed by Raoul Peck.


  




  

    GIOVANNI’S ROOM




    SELFHOOD AND SEXUALITY IN PARIS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Baldwin, J. (1992) Giovanni’s Room. In: T. Morrison, ed. James Baldwin: Early Novels and Stories. New York: The Library of America, pp. 217-360.




      	
1st edition: 1956




      	
Themes: homosexuality, bisexuality, desire, relationships, family, nationality, home, belonging


    




    Giovanni’s Room tells the story of David, a young American man wrestling with his sexuality and homosexual relationships in mid-20th-century Paris. Covering the short period of time during which David's 'girl' is away in Spain, Baldwin's second novel explores questions of home and belonging alongside its more central theme of same-sex desire.




    Giovanni’s Room was seen as a provocative work upon its release for its explicit depictions of homosexual love, and remains controversial in Baldwin's oeuvre for its exclusively white cast of characters. Speaking on the issue in 1984, Baldwin explained: “I certainly could not possibly have—not at that point in my life—handled the great weight of the ‘Negro problem.’ The sexual-moral light was a hard thing to deal with. I could not handle both propositions in the same book” (Baldwin, 1989: 239).
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