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    JONATHAN SWIFT




    ANGLO-IRISH NOVELIST AND SATIRIST




    

      	Born in Dublin, Ireland in 1667.




      	Died in Dublin, Ireland in 1745.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Tale of a Tub (1704), prose parody




          	“Drapier’s Letters” (1724-25), pamphlet collection




          	“A Modest Proposal” (1729), satirical essay


        


      


    




    Jonathan Swift was born in 1667 in Dublin, Ireland. His father died before his birth, leaving him entirely dependent on the generosity of his uncles. Nevertheless, he was well educated and earned a degree from Trinity College Dublin. After the Glorious Revolution (1688-1689) spread religious discontent through Ireland, Swift moved to Moor Park, Surrey with Sir William Temple, a distant relative. He visited Ireland from time to time and was ordained as a priest in 1695. During the 1690s, Swift also wrote his first prose satire, A Tale of a Tub, which was published anonymously in 1704. This work parodied contemporary religious corruption.




    In 1699, Swift moved back to Ireland; however, he won wide recognition in England for his religious and political essays. These included a series of parodic pamphlets he published under the pseudonym “Isaac Bickerstaff,” which were so biting that they ended the career of the popular astronomer John Partridge. In 1710, back in London, Swift wrote a series of letters to his friend, Esther Johnson, collectively called Journal to Stella, which detailed his reaction to the politics of the time. Later that year, he officially took over the Tory journal, The Examiner, a position he would hold until 1711.




    After the death of Queen Anne in 1714, however, the Tories were out of power, ending Swift’s political writing career in England. Again, he returned to Ireland, writing mostly verse and pamphlets about Irish politics. Swift’s most famous work, Gulliver’s Travels, was published in 1726. Gulliver’s Travels has led many critics to call Swift the greatest satirist of all time. Throughout his life, Swift was affected by Ménière’s disease, causing him constant dizziness and nausea; however, he remained compos mentis for the rest of his life, continuing to write into the 1730s.


  




  

    GULLIVER’S TRAVELS




    A BITING SOCIAL SATIRE




    

      	
Genre: prose satire




      	
Reference edition: Swift, J. (1992) Gulliver’s Travels. Ware, Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Limited.




      	
1st edition: 1726




      	
Themes: travel, corruption, status, learning, religion, exploration, reason
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