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			Antoine de Saint-Exupéry


			French writer and pilot


			

					Born in Lyon in 1900


					Died off the coast of Corsica in 1944


					
Notable works: 
	
Night Flight (1931), novel 


	
Wind, Sand and Stars (1939), novel 


	
The Little Prince (1943), story







			


			Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, a French pilot and writer, was born in Lyon in 1900 and died off the coast of Corsica in 1944, during a reconnaissance flight for the allied forces. A pioneer of postal aviation and a tireless explorer, he published his first literary works, most of which were autobiographical, between the 1920s and the 1930s (Southern Mail, 1930; Night Flight, 1931). The Little Prince (1945) and Wind, Sand and Stars (1939, winner of the Grand Prix du roman de l’Académie française [Grand Prize for Fiction from the French Academy]) remain two of his greatest literary successes. 


		




		

			Wind, Sand and Stars


			The autobiography of a pilot-writer


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: De Saint-Exupéry, A. (1967) Wind, Sand and Stars. Trans. Galantière, L. New York: Harcourt Brace & Company.


					
First edition: 1939


					
Themes: aviation, fear, desert, friendship, memory, learning


			


			Wind, Sand and Stars, which was published in 1939, is Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s third novel. It is largely autobiographical and is, above all, an homage to the staff of Aéropostale, particularly his friends Jean Mermoz and Henri Guillaumet.


			The text consists of a collection of stories based on the journeys that the author, himself a pilot, made to the four corners of the world. But he is not content with simply recounting his adventures in a very particular style: every event is an excuse for poignant but simple stories of the adventures of the Aéropostale pioneers, as well as philosophical reflections focusing on progress, fanaticism or humanity and its paradoxes.


		




		

			Summary


			The epigraph pays homage to Henri Guillaumet, Saint-Exupéry’s fellow pilot and his manager at Aéropostale. The preface then presents the author’s intentions: to share the lasting memories of his experience as a pilot while showing that the plane profoundly changes the relationship between man and his environment. 


			The first chapter talks about the memories of the pilot’s training for Aéropostale and the author’s first flight along the Toulouse-Dakar line. These first pages where the autobiographical story is interweaved with discursive passages set the narrative tempo for the entire work. 
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