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			Thomas Mann


			German novelist and essayist


			

					Born in Lübeck (German Empire) in 1875.


					Died in Zürich in 1955.


					
Literary awards:
	Nobel Prize in Literature, 1929


	Goethe Prize, 1949







					
Notable honours:
	Member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters (elected in 1950)


	Member of the Academy of Arts, Berlin







					
Notable works:
	
Buddenbrooks (1901), novel


	
The Magic Mountain (1924), novel


	
Joseph and his Brothers (1933-1943), four-part novel


	
Doctor Faustus (1947), novel







			


			Paul Thomas Mann was born on 6 June 1875 in Lübeck, a city in the newly created German Empire. His father was a wealthy German merchant and his mother was Brazilian with German, Portuguese and Indian ancestry. Although he was never a particularly brilliant student, he was always drawn to writing and devoured the works of German philosophers, which had a major impact on his later work. During his teenage years, Mann realised that he was attracted to other boys, and his struggles with his homosexuality are reflected in his work. At university, he took classes on literature, mythology, economics, art and history, and in 1895 he travelled to Italy for the first time with his older brother Heinrich. During his time there, he wrote his first novel, Buddenbrooks, which earned him recognition in the European literary world. Before long, he achieved worldwide fame and rose to become one of the most significant figures of 20th-century literature.


			In 1905, Mann married Katia Pringsheim, the daughter of a Jewish mathematician, with whom he went on to have six children. Although it is not evident in his writing, his personal life was marked by tragedy: two of his sisters and two of his children (the novelist Klaus and the musician Michael) committed suicide. Meanwhile, two of his children, Erika and Klaus, followed more closely in his footsteps than the others: in addition to embarking on literary careers like their father, they were also both gay. This was a source of personal heartache for them: Erika had an unhappy and short-lived marriage to the gay actor Gustaf Gründgens (1899-1963), while Klaus became engaged to his childhood friend Pamela Wedekind before breaking it off.


			Mann published a series of successful novels in the early 20th century, and was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1929. However, with the rise of Nazism and Adolf Hitler (leader of the Nazi Party and German Chancellor, 1889-1945), whom Mann openly criticised, he was forced to emigrate to Switzerland and then the USA, where he taught at Princeton University. However, he found himself facing a different kind of persecution in the USA during the McCarthy era, which led him to return to Switzerland in the late 1940s. He died near Zürich in 1955.


			Mann is widely recognised as one of the greatest German-language writers of all time, and his writing and thought had a major impact on 20th-century European literature. His vast body of work spans a range of genres, including theatre, short stories, novels and autobiographical writings. He was also an early supporter of gay rights, as he openly supported individuals’ right to make their own decisions about their private life.
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