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			The Battle of Tours


			Key information


			

					
When: 25 October 732


					
Where: At Moussais (later renamed Moussais-la-Bataille), a municipality of Vouneuil-sur-Vienne between Poitiers and Châtellerault (France)


					
Context: The Muslim expansion in the West and the fight for power in the Frankish area


					
Belligerents: The Frankish kingdom and the Duchy of Aquitaine against the Umayyad Caliphate of Damascus


					
Commanders and leaders:
	Charles, later nicknamed Charles Martel, a Frankish prince (c. 684-741)


	Odo the Great, duke of Aquitaine (mid-7th century-735)


	Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi, governor of Cordoba (died 732)







					
Outcome: Frankish victory


					
Victims:
	Frankish and Aquitaine camp: approximately 1 000 deaths


	Umayyad camp: approximately 12 000 deaths







			


			Introduction


			The Battle of Tours – also known as the Battle of Poitiers – was fought on 25 October 732, a few kilometers from the Poitiers capital, between the Franks led by the mayor of the Austrasian palace, Charles (the future Charles Martel), who had come to assist the Duke Odo of Aquitaine, and the Arab-Berber troops led by the governor of Cordoba, Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi. 


			Although it is impossible today, due to lack of specific sources, to say with certainty when and where the battle took place and what the forces were, it has long been held that the victory of the Franks marked a definitive end to the Muslim expansion in the West. However, it has already been made clear that the Battle of Tours was, in reality, more of a defensive response to a raid orchestrated by the Arab troops targeting the shrine of St. Martin of Tours than a real initiative to bring a definitive end to the attempted conquest of Gaul by the Umayyads (dynasty of caliphs who ruled between 660 and 750 from Damascus, over an empire established around the Mediterranean basin).


		




		

			Political and social context


			Above all, it is useful to clarify the limitations of the topic: unlike more recent conflicts, there are relatively few sources that discuss the Battle of Tours. Archaeology does not offer any assistance here and literary sources should be subject to scrutiny to avoid the pitfall of taking the information provided by the often biased columnists at face value. Moreover, contemporary sources or those following the event provide little information on the subject. Some Latin chronicles that have no particular interest in tackling the topic – such as that of Venerable Bede (Anglo-Saxon Benedictine monk and doctor of the Church, 672-735), An Ecclesiastical History of the English People (735), or the Continuation of the Chronicle of Fredegar (written around 736), or the Chronicle of Moissac (compiled in the early 9th century) – paint the progress of the Arab troops in Gaul, the looting they perpetrated, or the “punishment” inflicted on the Arabs in Poitiers in broad strokes. The best description – if any – can be found in a Mozarabic chronicle (Latin chronicle composed by a Christian writer from Cordoba, c. 754) entitled Epitoma Imperatorum. On the Arab side, few contemporary sources or sources immediately following the battle mention the episode. However, we can mention The Conquest of Egypt, North Africa and Spain from Egyptian historian Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam (mid-9th century). Other historians were silent on the subject of this battle. It is therefore particularly difficult to estimate the number of soldiers who took part in the battle and most of the data available is extremely controversial. Nonetheless, we can propose, with all the necessary caution, the figures of 15 000 to 20 000 men on the Franks and Aquitanian side (including 1 000 casualties) and 20 000-25 000 for the Umayyad troops (including 12 000 casualties, among which was Abdul Rahman Al Ghafiqi).
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			Battle of Tours, October 732 by Charles de Steuben, between 1834 and 1837.


			The Umayyad Caliphate in the conquest of the West


			A power from elsewhere


			Governed from Damascus, the Umayyad Caliphate represented, in the early 8th century, a vast empire stretching from the borders of India to the Atlantic. From the late 7th century, it conquered much of the eastern territories of the Byzantine Empire, attacked Constantinople (formerly Byzantium and modern-day Istanbul) and definitively took over North Africa with the capture of Carthage in 702, after a conquest that lasted several decades. Arriving in Europe, in modern-day Gibraltar, the caliph’s troops seized almost all of the Iberian Peninsula fighting the Visigoths (people of German origin), who were less combative and divided. Indeed, the Visigoth monarchy had been decaying for the last century and had been increasingly weakened by riots and conspiracies. The conquest of the peninsula began in the spring of 711, with several raids of recognition. Notably, the Visigoth King Roderic (died in 711) was defeated on the River Guadelate, near Cadiz, after facing the 7 000 Berbers (population of North and Saharan Africa), led by Tarik ibn Ziyad (Berber leader, 8th century), in the service of Musa ibn Nusayr (640-718), then governor of North Africa, on behalf of the caliph of Damascus. This battle marked the defeat of the Visigoth monarchy, culminating in the death of Roderic on the battlefield and decimating the nobility. Quickly, their positions gave way one after the other in the face of the Umayyad advance: Cordoba, Seville, Toledo (capital of the Visigoth kingdom), Zaragoza, etc.
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