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			Khaled Hosseini


			Afghan-born American writer


			

					Born in Kabul (Afghanistan) in 1965


					
Notable works:
	
The Kite Runner (2003), novel


	
A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007), novel







			


			Khaled Hosseini is an Afghan-born American writer, born in Kabul in 1965. The son of a diplomat and a teacher, he left Afghanistan when he was very young, following his father in his various assignments. The family then lived in Paris, before requesting asylum in the United States, preferring not to return home while the country was under Russian control.


			After obtaining his baccalaureate, Khaled Hosseini obtained a degree in biology and a doctorate in medicine. He has practiced as a doctor whilst writing novels ever since. His first book, The Kite Runner (2003), achieved considerable success, as did his second, A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007).


		




		

			The Kite Runner


			The story of Afghanistan from a child’s perspective


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Hosseini, K. (2004) The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead.


					
First edition: 2003


					
Themes: memories, racism, cowardice, guilt, forgiveness


			


			The Kite Runner, a novel published in the United States in 2003, recounts Amir’s exploration of his childhood memories, when he still lived in his country, Afghanistan, which he had to leave with his father to escape the Russian occupation. He leaves his world, his memories and his mistakes behind. However, they all come back to haunt him and he will find a way to redeem them.


			This novel, which was a huge success, presents us with the history of Afghanistan in the 1970s, with the Russian occupation and the Taliban regime, as seen through the eyes of a child.


		




		

			Summary


			Like two brothers


			Amir is a young Afghan boy of about ten years old. He lives alone with his father, Baba, who is one of the richest merchants in Kabul. Despite the unconditional love he devotes to Baba, their relationship is complicated. Indeed, Amir is the complete opposite of his father: he is rather puny, poor at sport, mostly interested in reading and allows himself to be heckled by other children. Suffering from this situation, he regularly finds refuge with Rahim, Baba’s business partner. Rahim understands what is separating the father and son and tries to console the boy. He is also the only one who believes in Amir’s writing talents.


			Amir spends his days in the company of Hassan, the son of their servant, Ali, who belongs to the Hazaras. These people were persecuted by the Pashtuns for many years and, since then, Hassan and his father have been forced to work as servants. The two children are both missing the same thing: neither of them knew their mother. Amir’s mother died during childbirth, while Hassan’s fled shortly after he was born. They both had the same wet nurse and have always lived near to each other. Therefore, the links between them are strong. But the similarities do not stop there as they are, in fact, half-brothers, which Amir does not discover until he is an adult.
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