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    F. SCOTT FITZGERALD




    AMERICAN NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1896.




      	Died in Hollywood, California in 1940.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
This Side of Paradise (1920), novel




          	
The Great Gatsby (1925), novel




          	
Tender is the Night (1934), novel


        


      


    




    Francis Scott Fitzgerald was an American writer most famous for his touching and often tragic depictions of the Jazz Age. After attending a boys’ school in Minnesota, Fitzgerald found his way to Princeton, where he became occupied with attaining social status. He spent time writing about the spirit of America, interested in both its romance and its vulgarity. Ultimately, Fitzgerald left Princeton to fight in the First World War.




    In 1920, Fitzgerald published This Side of Paradise, a semi-autobiographical novel that made him famous on the literary scene. Fitzgerald moved with his family to France, joining a group of American literary and artistic expatriates that had become disillusioned with their country. This group, which included Ernest Hemingway (American novelist, 1899-1961) and Gertrude Stein (American novelist, 1974-1946), became known as the Lost Generation. In 1925, Fitzgerald published his most famous novel, The Great Gatsby, which stood as a testament to the futility of the American dream.


  




  

    THE BEAUTIFUL AND DAMNED




    A JAZZ-AGE TRAGEDY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Fitzgerald, F. S. (2010) The Beautiful and Damned. London: Random House.




      	
1st edition: 1922




      	
Themes: marriage, money, high society, alcohol, prohibition, the Jazz Age, the Lost Generation


    




    The Beautiful and Damned was published in 1922, two years after Fitzgerald’s debut novel, This Side of Paradise. While This Side of Paradise followed a young man through his youth and adolescence, The Beautiful and Damned follows a young couple through their courtship, marriage and ultimate marital struggles. The novel centres around Anthony Patch and Gloria Gilbert, two young and beautiful New York socialites. His grandfather is a famous millionaire. She has a certain charm that has men constantly fawning over her.




    However, a mix of entitlement, laziness and extravagant expenditures quickly land the couple with severe money problems. Unwilling to give up their luxurious lifestyle, their problems get even worse when Anthony’s grandfather decides to disinherit him.




    Anthony and Gloria become icons of a Lost Generation. They throw parties, drink and spend money constantly but fail to find any true purpose in life. They become an antithesis to the American Dream, the idea that a better life awaits those who work hard. In fact, they often stumble across employment opportunities, but find no motivation to work hard or indeed to work at all. The American Dream is, for Fitzgerald, dead. Instead, it is replaced with an age of luxury and parties: the Jazz Age.




    Anthony and Gloria are characters who uncover the dark side of the Jazz Age. We see them face the harsh consequences of endless parties, drinking and disregard for the prohibition laws. Their lives ultimately tread the direction of one long cosmic hangover. Some have read the characters as inspired by Fitzgerald and his wife, Zelda, who partook in a similar social scene. However, the novel is more often read as a manifestation of Fitzgerald and Zelda’s fears about their lifestyle than a reflection of their actual struggles.
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