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    EVELYN WAUGH




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1903.




      	Died in Somerset in 1966.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Decline and Fall (1928), novel




          	
A Handful of Dust (1934), novel




          	
Scoop (1938), novel


        


      


    




    Evelyn Waugh was an English novelist and journalist. He was educated at Lancing College, Sussex and later earned a third-class degree from Hertford College, Oxford. After working as a schoolmaster, briefly attending art school, taking carpentry lessons and attempting to drown himself only to be put off by a jellyfish, he published his first book, a biography of the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti, in 1928, and his first novel, Decline and Fall, later that year. There followed a conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930, a second marriage in 1937, the births of seven children, journeys in Africa and South America, stints in the Royal Marines, the Commandos and the Special Service Brigade during the Second World War and the publication of 13 more novels and several works of non-fiction, before his death on Easter Sunday in 1966. Waugh is revered as one of English literature’s finest prose stylists and fiercest satirists. His greatest novels are typically both hilarious and disturbing and chronicle the chaos, disillusionment and moral ambiguity of the years between the two World Wars.


  




  

    BRIDESHEAD REVISITED




    THE SACRED AND PROFANE MEMORIES OF CAPTAIN CHARLES RYDER




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Waugh, E. (2012) Brideshead Revisited. London: Penguin.




      	
1st edition: 1944




      	
Themes: Catholicism, war, nostalgia, aesthetics, social class


    




    Brideshead Revisited was Evelyn Waugh’s seventh novel. It was published in limited edition in 1944 and came out in a public edition in May 1945. One New York Times columnist, in his review of the novel, wrote that Waugh displayed “a genius for precision and clarity not surpassed by any novelist writing in English in his time” (New York Times, 1945).




    It tells the story of Charles Ryder’s relationship with the aristocratic Flyte family: first his friendship with the charming but doomed Sebastian and later his love affair with the beautiful but thwarted Julia. Its themes are memory, religion, love and death. Its first readers, according to Waugh’s biographer Christopher Sykes, were “ecstatic” (Sykes: 337).




    Unique among Waugh’s novels, Brideshead Revisited continues to captivate readers: for its sumptuous depiction of undergraduate life in the 1920s and its contentious portrayal of the social upheaval provoked by the Second World War, it is adored and debated in equal measure.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE ARMY AND I




    At the age of 39, our narrator, Charles Ryder, finds himself stuck in England while the Second World War unfolds abroad, his early enthusiasm for the army waning with every botched set of orders and false promise of action. “We had been through it together, the Army and I, from the first importunate courtship until now, when nothing remained to us except the chill bonds of law and duty and custom” (p. 3). He dislikes his subordinates – in particular the businessman, Hooper – as well as his superiors – chiefly his zealous commanding officer. The battalion is ordered to move to new quarters, though no one holds out much hope that any real action is imminent. “I don’t want much you know” says Hooper, “just enough to say I’ve been in it” (p. 9). Charles assures him that the move is just another “flap” (ibid.). And yet when his servant tells him the name of the new base, Charles is deeply moved: “he had spoken a name that was so familiar to me, a conjuror’s name of such ancient power, that, at its mere sound, the phantoms of those haunted late years began to take flight” (pp. 12-13). Charles has returned to Brideshead.




    
ET IN ARCADIA EGO




    Over 20 years have passed since Charles’ first sighting of Brideshead, a magnificent country house. He takes us back to the scene of that visit, “when the ditches were creamy with meadowsweet and the air heavy with all the scents of summer” (p. 17).




    Charles and Sebastian Flyte borrow a car and drive from Oxford, where they are students, to visit Sebastian's family estate at Brideshead. On the way, he recalls, they stopped and “ate the strawberries and drank the wine – as Sebastian had promised, they were delicious together – and we lit fat, Turkish cigarettes and lay on our backs” (p. 19).
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