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    HENRY JAMES




    AMERICAN AUTHOR




    

      	Born in New York in 1843.




      	Died in London in 1916.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Portrait of a Lady (1881), novel




          	
The Turn of the Screw (1898), novella




          	
The Golden Bowl (1904), novel


        


      


    




    Henry James was born in New York to wealthy parents Mary Walsh and Henry James Sr. He was one of five children, including the well-known psychologist William James. Henry James Sr. was an intellectual – a philosopher and a lecturer. Owing to this, he pursued many projects that took him and his family all over Europe; consequently, much of the James children’s education was received through tutors rather than in schools. The family spent much time in France, where James became fluent in the language.




    James briefly attended Harvard Law School, eventually choosing to pursue his passionate interest in literature instead. He continued to travel between London, America and France and wrote various pieces over the years which ranged from short stories and novels to reviews and other non-fiction works. James became a British citizen in 1915, a year before his death. He never married or had any children.


  




  

    THE AMBASSADORS




    A WITTY EXAMINATION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO REALLY LIVE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: James, H. (2018) The Ambassadors. London: Arcturus Publishing Ltd.




      	
1st edition: 1903




      	
Themes: duty, family, living life to the full, home and travel


    




    The Ambassadors was originally published in serial form in the North American Review and then later the same year in novel form. There were many revisions and edits between publications, which has resulted in variations between editions. Nevertheless, James considered it to be his best novel.




    This novel was written in the latter period of James’ writing career, which many believe to be his most significant. He was increasingly influenced by the European writers he both studied and befriended, in particular the French realist Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850), on whom James lectured in America around the time of publication of The Ambassadors.




    The novel is narrated in the third person, but follows the perspective of the protagonist Lambert Strether. The text is a somewhat comedic study of society, particularly its expectations and demands on the individual and of how life must be lived.
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