

  [image: Cover]




  [image: ]




  [image: ]




  

    DOUGLAS ADAMS




    ENGLISH AUTHOR, SCRIPTWRITER AND ESSAYIST




    

      	Born in Cambridge (England) in 1952.




      	Died in Los Angeles in 2001.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Restaurant at the End of the Universe (1980), novel (sequel to The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy)




          	
Dirk Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency (1988), novel




          	
Starship Titanic (1998), video game


        


      


    




    Douglas Adams was born in Cambridge, but spent a large portion of his childhood at an animal shelter run by his grandparents. He began writing creatively at an early age, and after attending Cambridge University, where he was a member of the well-known Footlights theatre group, he moved to London to write for television and radio. Apart from minor writing and acting roles for Monty Python’s Flying Circus, his career was largely unsuccessful until he wrote the hugely popular Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy radio series, which he later adapted to novel form, eventually extending the series to five books while also working as a writer and script editor for the BBC science-fiction television series Doctor Who. The success of the Hitchhiker’s Guide meant that he was subsequently able to work on projects of his choosing. A notoriously slow and reluctant writer, he divided his time between infrequently publishing new books, working with animal conservation groups, assisting in the production of video games based on his work, and trying to get a film version of the Hitchhiker’s Guide made. He died suddenly of a heart attack in Los Angeles in 2001.


  




  

    THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY




    A HUMOROUS SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: comedy science fiction




      	
Reference edition: Adams, D. (2002) The Ultimate Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. New York: Del Rey.




      	
1st edition: 1979




      	
Themes: philosophy, chance and probability, bureaucracy, computing


    




    The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy is the first in a series of novels adapted from a comedy radio series written by Adams and broadcast in 1978. The story follows Arthur Dent, a stereotypical Englishman, as he is rescued from the destruction of the planet Earth by his friend Ford Prefect, an alien who has been stranded on Earth for the last fifteen years. After encountering Ford’s cousin Zaphod Beeblebrox (a fugitive who is also the current President of the Galaxy), and Trillian, the only other survivor of the Earth’s destruction, Arthur and Ford survive a series of absurd near-death experiences. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, a kind of electronic portable Encyclopaedia for which Ford is a researcher, provides both Arthur and the reader with the context in which the events of the story take place. The plot is continually driven forward by improbable coincidences, explained as side-effects of travelling in the Heart of Gold, a spaceship powered by an ‘infinite improbability drive’.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    ESCAPE FROM EARTH




    Arthur Dent wakes up hungover in his house in a small English village. Suddenly remembering that his house is due to be demolished as part of a road construction project, he makes a last-ditch effort to prevent this. Arthur’s friend Ford Prefect arrives with the double revelation that he is in fact an alien stranded on Earth, and that the planet, like Arthur’s house, is scheduled for demolition as part of the construction of a “hyperspatial express route” (p. 36). Just as the demolition of Arthur’s house begins, a huge fleet of spaceships crewed by Vogons – a race of aliens who dominate the ‘Galactic Hyperspace Planning Council’ – suddenly appear and use high-powered weapons to vaporize the Earth. Ford uses a device called an “electronic thumb” (p. 27) to hitch a lift on one of the spaceships from the fleet.
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