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			JOHN STEINBECK


			AMERICAN WRITER


			

					Born in Salinas (California) in 1902.


					Died in New York in 1968.


					
Notable works:
	
Tortilla Flat (1935), novel


	
The Grapes of Wrath (1939), novel


	
East of Eden (1952), novel







			


			The American writer John Ernst Steinbeck is best-known for his novels and novellas, which tend to be set in his native California and focus on the difficult living conditions of rural populations. He also worked as a reporter for the International Herald Tribune during the Second World War (1939-1945).


			In 1962, Steinbeck received the Nobel Prize in Literature for his literary output as a whole. Several of his novels have been adapted for the cinema, and these adaptations have contributed to the popularity of his work.







		

			OF MICE AND MEN


			THE ESSENTIAL ANIMALITY OF HUMANKIND


			

					
Genre: novella


					
Reference edition: Steinbeck, J. (2000) Of Mice and Men. London: Penguin.


					
1st edition: 1937


					
Themes: friendship, dreams, the Great Depression, violence, death, poverty


			


			Of Mice and Men was first published in 1937 and tells the story of Lennie Small, a physically imposing, prodigiously strong man with learning difficulties, and George Milton, a small, quick-witted man, who work together on a ranch in southern California and are inseparable. They dream of saving enough money to buy their own farm and leading a simple life there. However, the world of the ranch is inescapably violent and, although he had no intention of causing any harm, Lennie accidentally kills the wife of the boss’s son Curley.







		

			SUMMARY


			A NEW JOB


			Two seasonal workers, Lennie, a huge man with learning difficulties, and George, a small, intelligent young man, have fled from a ranch in the village of Weed in the north of the United States, and are now wandering through the Californian countryside near Soledad, a remote town in the south. George decides to stop and spend the night by a river and then visit the neighbouring ranch the next morning in the hope of getting some work. This will enable them to earn the money they need to purchase their own farm.


			While heating up a can of beans, George warns Lennie that he needs to behave if they want to realise their dream of living on their own farm with their earnings. This means that he needs to stop carrying a dead mouse in his pocket, stay away from girls and, above all, keep quiet. We learn that Lennie had a difficult childhood: he was orphaned at a young age and brought up by a woman named Clara in a small town called Auburn. Now, he is dependent on George.


			The next day, in the ranch’s sleeping quarters, they meet an old ranch hand named Candy, the boss and his son Curley, a small, nervous, arrogant man who immediately tries to intimidate them. Once they have left the sleeping quarters, Candy warns them about Curley (“Curley don’t take no chances. He always wins”, pp. 30-31) and his wife, who has “got the eye” (p. 29). As if to confirm what he says, she comes to meet them, pretending that she is looking for her husband.


			George is worried and gives Lennie more advice before Carlson and Slim, two other seasonal workers, come in. Slim’s dog has just had puppies and Lennie wants one to stroke. Slim agrees to give him one.


			During their breaks, the seasonal workers play at throwing horseshoes as close as possible to a nail; the person who manages to hit the nail wins the game and the money the players have laid down. While the others play, Slim talks with George in the sleeping quarters, and George tells him about Lennie’s difficult childhood and their escape from Weed.


			Shortly afterwards, Carlson comes in and starts pressuring Candy to kill his dog, which smells and walks with a limp. The old man finally gives in and Carlson leaves with the elderly, ailing animal. At that moment, Curley barges in and tells the workers that he is looking for his wife. Everybody follows him apart from Lennie, Candy and George. When George starts talking about the farm that he and Lennie want to buy, Candy, who is entirely alone in the world, decides to join their venture. 
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