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			Albert Camus


			French writer and philosopher 


			

					Born in Mondovi (now Dréan), Algeria in 1913.


					Died in Villeblevin (France) in 1960.


					
Notable works:
	
The Stranger (1942), novel 


	
Caligula (1945), play


	
The Plague (1947), novel







			


			Albert Camus was born in French Algeria. He never met his father and spent his childhood with his mother in Algiers. Although his health problems considerably complicated his studies at university (he suffered from tuberculosis), he still managed to obtain a degree in philosophy. He then began a career in political journalism (he joined the Communist Party and started working for the daily newspaper Alger républicain), before leaving for Paris. When the Second World War (1939-1945) broke out, he joined the Resistance movement in Paris and met Jean-Paul Sartre (French writer and philosopher, 1905-1980), who he became friends with. After the Liberation, he became editor-in-chief of the Resistance newspaper Combat, where Sartre also worked.


			Throughout his life, Camus developed an existentialist philosophy of the absurd, resulting from the awareness that life lacks meaning. He took full advantage of his talents as a writer to spread his philosophy through books, essays and plays. Generally admired and occasionally criticised, Camus’ ideas resonated across the world after the release of works like The Stranger and The Plague.


			He received the Nobel Prize in 1957 “for his important literary production, which with clear-sighted earnestness illuminates the problems of the human conscience in our times” (Swedish Academy). He died three years later in a car accident.


		




		

			The Myth of Sisyphus 


			An essay on the absurd


			

					
Genre: essay


					
Reference edition: Camus, A. (1955) The Myth of Sisyphus: And Other Essays. Trans. O’ Brien, J. New York: Vintage Books.


					
1st edition: 1942 (first English translation appeared in 1955)


					
Themes: existentialism, the absurd man, suicide, the meaning of life, mythology


			


			The Myth of Sisyphus is an essay on the absurd. It is a part of Camus’ cycle of the absurd, which came before his cycle of revolt, along with the novel The Stranger and the plays Caligula and The Misunderstanding. 


			The Myth of Sisyphus suggests that suicide becomes a consideration when man realises the absurdity of the world, which is to say that existence is devoid of all meaning. According to Camus, although it would not solve the problem, suicide would put an end to man’s struggle with the world. It is precisely in the meaninglessness of the world that the meaning of our existence can be found.


			Sisyphus, the Greek mythological hero condemned to roll a boulder up a mountain which constantly rolls back down again, is the very image of the human condition for Camus. According to the writer, man must face this destiny with dignity, because he can live happily in the absurd if he does so in full conscience of it.


		




		

			Summary


			“But one day the "why" arises and everything begins in that weariness tinged with amazement” (p. 13). Camus explains that at that moment, the individual becomes aware of the passing of time, the strangeness of the world, its primitive hostility and also the mechanical nature of his actions: he notices that the whole world lives without being aware of death. On an intellectual level, man notices that he is completely sceptical of his knowledge the world and of himself. He therefore begins to wonder if “whether life is or is not worth living” (p. 3).


			While he mulls over the meaningless of existence and the futility of everyday human life, Camus comes to define the absurd: it is man being denied “the memory of a lost home or the hope of a promised land” (p. 6). Through this biblical metaphor, he implies that it is as if man has been exiled from his own homeland, from a lost paradise: he is a stranger to his surroundings. The absurd therefore refers to the sense of foreignness man feels towards the world he lives in. But should he escape the absurdity of life with hope or suicide?


			The author then analyses a series of existentialist philosophies which attack reason and focus on a religious way of thinking, such as those of Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), Edmund Husserl (1859-1938), Lev Shestov (1866-1938), Karl Jaspers (1883-1969) and Martin Heidegger (1889-1976). The author considers that they start off in the right direction, but then end with what he calls philosophical suicide, by which he means escaping towards religion. For the existentialist philosopher Shestov, for example, although reason is pointless, there is something beyond it: he therefore advocates making a leap into the irrational. Camus, on the other hand, refuses to accept this line of thinking and appeal to a God who could only exist by negating human reason.
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