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  WITCHES




  ESSAY ON THE FIGURE OF THE WITCH, A FEMINIST ICON




  •Genre: Essay




  •Reference edition: Sorcières. La puissance invaincue des femmes, Paris, Éditions La Découverte Zones, 2018, 240 pages.




  •1st edition: 2018




  •Themes: feminism, patriarchy, motherhood, ageism, couple, ecofeminism




  In September 2018, Zones, published by La Découverte, Sorcières. La puissance invaincue des femmes. In this essay, Mona Chollet establishes a link between the witch hunts that took place during the Renaissance and the manifestations of misogyny towards ‘witches’ in the modern era: the independent woman, the childless woman and the elderly woman.




  Through a historical approach, but also modern references, even from pop culture, Mona Chollet analyses why free women are frightening and by what means patriarchal society has always wanted to repress them. For it is also a particular relationship to the world that is promoted by those who are similar to witches. By distancing themselves from the exploitation of nature by man, they invent ecofeminism.




  Sorcières. La puissance invaincue des femmes, a bestseller that has sold 270,000 copies, is translated into 15 languages. It won the Prix de l’Essai Psychologies-Fnac in 2019.




  MONA CHOLLET




  SWISS WRITER




  •Born in 1973 in Geneva




  •Some of his works:




  °Fatal Beauty. The New Faces of Female Alienation (2015), essay




  °At Home. An odyssey of domestic space (2015), essay




  °Reinventing Love: How patriarchy sabotages heterosexual relationships (2021),essay




  Born in Geneva to a Swiss father and an Egyptian mother, Mona Chollet studied modern literature and went on to attend the Lille School of Journalism. She is currently a journalist and editor at Le Monde diplomatique. She also runs the cultural criticism website Périphéries, in partnership with Thomas Lemahieu.




  She is the author of several essays on the status of women, particularly through the various injunctions imposed on women: beauty, motherhood, marriage, etc.




  Since Sorcières. La puissance invaincue des femmes, released in 2018, Mona Chollet is one of the most widely read feminists in France.




  In 2021, her much-anticipated new essay, Reinventing Love: How patriarchy sabotages heterosexual relationships. It won the Les Inrockuptibles essay prize.




  SUMMARY




  Mona Chollet begins her text by evoking the fascination that the figure of the witch exerted on her as a child and for what reasons: ‘Through her came the idea that being a woman could mean additional power, whereas until then a diffuse impression suggested to me that it was rather the opposite’ (p. 11).
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