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    NANCY MITFORD




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, BIOGRAPHER AND JOURNALIST




    

      	Born in London (England) in 1904.




      	Died in Versailles (France) in 1973.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Pursuit of Love (1945), novel




          	
Noblesse oblige (ed.) (1956), collection of essays




          	
Voltaire in Love (1957), biography


        


      


    




    Nancy Mitford, born in London in 1904, was the eldest of the renowned Mitford sisters and a prominent socialite in London during the inter-war years. She enjoyed a privileged childhood, as her father was the Hon. David Freeman-Mitford, later 2nd Baron Redesdale. Mitford received little formal education (she spent a few months in the local private school and a year at boarding school) and had no training as a writer or journalist. When her father became 2nd Baron Redesdale, the family moved into their ancestral home, Basford Manor, where Nancy enjoyed reading in the library. In 1919, the Mitfords sold Basford Manor and moved to Asthall Manor, which became the basis for many scenes in The Pursuit of Love and Love in a Cold Climate. Although she had previously published several novels, these two novels established her reputation. She was close friends with Evelyn Waugh (English novelist, 1903-1966). Mitford was unhappily married between 1933 and 1957 and entered into a long-term affair with a French general, though ultimately this was broken off. In 1972, she was made a CBE and in 1973 she died of Hodgkin’s lymphoma.


  




  

    LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE




    A SEMI-AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL ABOUT SOCIETY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Mitford, N. (2000) Love in a Cold Climate and Other Novels. London: Penguin Modern Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1949




      	
Themes: class, love, London society, wealth and aristocracy, sexuality, gender


    




    Love in a Cold Climate is a companion novel to Mitford’s earlier work, The Pursuit of Love. The novel is narrated by Fanny Wincham and tells the story of Lady Leopoldina (Polly) Hampton, to whom Fanny is distantly related through her father. Polly is the only child of the very rich aristocrat, the Earl of Montdore (a fictional title), and his wife, Sonia. Fanny loses contact with the Montdores when Lord Montdore is sent abroad as Viceroy of India. Upon their return, Fanny receives an invitation to visit them. Despite her great affection for Polly, Fanny knows little of Polly’s life. Having ‘come out’ in India, Polly is expected to have a successful season in London, but actually shows little interest in London society. Eventually, it transpires that she is in love with her uncle by marriage, Harvey ‘Boy’ Dougdale, whom she marries after her aunt’s death. She then becomes estranged from her parents, who send for their heir in Canada, Cedric (a distant relative). Polly and her mother finally reconcile when Polly bears a child who dies shortly after birth. The novel ends with Boy and Cedric falling in love and Polly being showered with attention by the elderly Duke of Paddington.



OEBPS/Images/couv.jpg
tht
=Su

mmaries.com

Love in a
Cold Climate

BY NANCY MITFORD





OEBPS/Images/promo01.jpg
o
v
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
BOOK ANALYSIS

By Verity Roat

Lovein a
Cold Climate

BY NANCY MITFORD

Bright

=Summaries.com





