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 FOREWORD



This booklet is not intended to be the last word on

Southern Derringers. I suspect that it is merely intended

to be a guide for someone who has more patience than

I to do the research work that is required on a complete

story.


I am listing 29 different makers all of which are

authenticated. This story does not include pocket pistols,

which are of a slightly different shape nor does it include

overcoat pistols or duelling pistols. I think these

are of an entirely different category even if these same

makers produced them.


You may debate the excluding of the following:



	G. Erichson, Houston


	


	E. Schmidt, Houston


	


	Schmidt & Kosse, Houston


	


	H. Trotter, Cameron, Texas


	


	Joseph Labadie, Galveston


	


	J. H. Happoldt, Charleston, South Carolina


	


	M. Dickson, Louisville


	


	Hodgkins & Son, Macon, Georgia


	


	Wolff and Durringer, Louisville, Kentucky


	





Because I live in the Mississippi Valley, the guns that

I am describing are of special interest to me and the

others that can be called southern guns do not fit into

my scheme of things.


Thus I have narrowed down geographically this story

of the derringers of the Mississippi Valley to an exclusive

group. It is sad that so little research work has been

done in this direction in the past. Careful study of other

books shows that only six or eight of these twenty-nine

names and authenticated guns are spoken of in limited

terms.


Since I got my first muzzleloading gun when I was

12 years old, I guess you could say I have been collecting

guns for 38 years. In that length of time I have met

many wonderful people and made numerous everlasting

friends. Among these people are Hume Parks, Hal

Swann, Cecil Godman, Dr. Bill Huckaba, Dr. D. R.

Moore, Leon Jackson, Robin Hale, Harry G. King and

Charles Elias all of which ably assisted me with this

booklet and without those efforts, it would not have

been possible.
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During the 20 months in 1969 and 1970 that we have

been displaying our derringers at gun shows we have

won 25 awards. Our derringers have been displayed

from the East Coast to the West Coast and from the

North to the South. Great acclaim was given them at

the National Rifle Association Convention. Considering

the point that awards are won not only on quality or

quantity but on the educational value, we believe that

our display is one of the best. Now that the ice has been

broken towards listing and showing all of the different

southern makers, let us hope that our collector friends

will come up with more information and more details

of when these little known gunsmiths and dealers operated

and perhaps new makers that are not now recognized

or known.
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This chart shows the relative rarity of Southern

derringers in the opinion of several knowledgeable collectors.

Position #1 is the easiest to obtain and position #10 is the

hardest to find. The text of this book takes

up each maker in this same order.






	1. 

	Hyde & Goodrich 

	1





	2. 

	F. H. Clark 

	2





	3. 

	Schneider 

	3





	4. 

	F. Glassick 

	3





	5. 

	C. Suter 

	5





	6. 

	H. E. Dimick 

	5





	7. 

	F. J. Bitterlick 

	5





	8. 

	Lullman & Vienna 

	6





	9. 

	Bitterlick & Legler 

	7





	10. 

	S. O’Dell 

	7





	11. 

	Schneider & Glassick 

	8





	12. 

	W. H. Calhoun 

	8





	13. 

	L. Swett 

	9





	14. 

	J. A. Schafer 

	9





	15. 

	J. R. Trumpler 

	9





	16. 

	J. B. Gilmore 

	9





	17. 

	Linde 

	10





	18. 

	Folsom 

	10





	19. 

	A. Weisgerber 

	10





	20. 

	J. Mirriman 

	10





	21. 

	Louis Hoffman 

	10





	22. 

	J. Conning 

	10





	23. 

	A. R. Mendenhall 

	10





	24. 

	J. Hausmann 

	10





	25. 

	A. J. Millspaugh 

	10





	26. 

	Holyoake-Lownes 

	10





	27. 

	F. S. Schumann 

	10





	28. 

	E. R. Sieber 

	10





	29. 

	H. G. Newcomb 

	10
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 SOUTHERN DERRINGERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY



Henry Deringer of the famed Philadelphia company

believed that the greatest part of his trade was in the

southern states. It was only proper that many independent

makers of derringer type guns would spring up

throughout the area where they were so popular. The

line from St. Louis to New Orleans was the starting

point for the westward trade and many of these guns

were carried as a hideout weapon to California during

the most popular period from 1845 through 1870. A

casual study shows great differences between the southern

made derringers and those of Philadelphia, each of

which has its own peculiar and particular characteristics.


In the court case of Henry Deringer vs. Plate, Deringer

states that he started producing his celebrated small

gun in 1825. A careful study of the southern manufactured

derringers shows that all of them started around

1855 or later with some of them continuing production

until the 1870s.


There are two kinds of Southern Derringers; those

that are made by Henry Deringer with agent markings

and those that are manufactured in the South.


Henry Deringer pistols bearing agents names and

marked with the legend “MAN^d for” appear to date

from the earlier period of his manufacture.


Later pistols omit this stamping and read, for example:


WOLF & DURRINGER LOUISE KY AGENTS




LULLMAN & VIENNA MEMPHIS, TENN.


Please note that the Calhoun, Hyde & Goodrich, J. B.

Gilmore, Lullman & Vienna and the two F. H. Clarks

are marked with the earlier marking, while the Swett,

the one F. H. Clark and the two Lullman & Vienna’s are

marked with the later type of stamping. These are the

only guns in my collection that are genuine Henry

Deringers.
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Of those southern made derringers that are manufactured

in that area, only a few have the escutcheon

plate underneath the forearm with a screw through the

plate holding the barrel. Most of this type did not use

a wedge but one did use a wedge and this screw. Many

used a screw through the trigger plate to the barrel.


A few of the southern made derringers had flat butts

particularly those of Nashville and Memphis.


About half of the southern manufactured guns had

octagon barrels and the other half had those of the

Henry Derringer style with a round barrel and a rib on

top.


Never before have I observed a gun photograph using

a mirror to show the underside of a forearm and the

guard. Although this innovation is about 1½ inches out

of focus, because of the extra light travel, it does show

these features that are otherwise hidden and that are

very important in identification. All of this photography,

and for our catalog, is done with an ancient Polaroid

with portrait lenses.
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