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			Tennessee Williams


			American playwright


			

					Born in Columbus, Mississippi in 1911.


					Died in New York in 1983.


					
Literary awards:
	Two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, 1948 and 1955 (for A Streetcar Named Desire and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof)


	Tony Award for Best Play, 1951 (for The Rose Tattoo)


	Four-time winner of the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play, 1945, 1948, 1955 and 1962 (for The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and The Night of the Iguana) 







					
Notable honours:
	President of the Jury at the Cannes Film Festival (1976)


	Member of the American Theater Hall of Fame (inducted in 1979)


	Kennedy Center Honors (1979)







					
Notable works:
	
The Glass Menagerie (1944), play


	
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955), play


	
Suddenly Last Summer (1958), play


	
The Night of the Iguana (1961), play







			


			Thomas Lanier Williams III, better known as Tennessee Williams, was born on 26 March 1911 in Columbus, Mississippi, in the heart of the Deep South. He had a turbulent upbringing and contentious relationships with his parents, as his father was a violent alcoholic and his mother was a devout Christian who instilled strict religious and moral principles in him. He also had an older sister, Rose, and a younger brother, Dakin. This dysfunctional upbringing had a marked impact on his personal life and his writing career.


			When he was a child he contracted diphtheria, which left him confined to the house for an extended period of time. To help assuage his boredom, his mother bought him a typewriter, which awakened a lifelong passion for writing. From then on, writing became his way of escaping from the world and vanquishing his fears and inner demons. In 1927, his essay “Can a Good Wife Be a Good Sport?” was published in the literary magazine The Smart Set, and the following year his short story “The Vengeance of Nitocris” appeared in the magazine Weird Tales. In 1929, he enrolled at the University of Missouri, where he took journalism classes, although he soon dropped out. His university classmates nicknamed him “Tennessee” because of his marked Southern accent, and this stuck with him for the rest of his life. He later earned his B.A. from the University of Iowa, which was soon followed by his first professional success. He went on to enjoy a decades-long career which saw his plays garner popular and critical acclaim, with a number of them being performed on Broadway and adapted into Hollywood films.


			However, his professional success was offset by personal heartache: he struggled with depression, alcoholism and drug addiction throughout his life, suffered from the lasting effects of his difficult childhood and had a string of failed relationships.


			
Did you know?


			The influence of Williams’ personal life, particularly his close relationship with his schizophrenic sister Rose, can be clearly seen in his work. With their mother’s consent, Rose underwent a lobotomy which only worsened her condition. The character of Laura in The Glass Menagerie is widely believed to be based on Rose, and a lobotomy is a plot point in Williams’ 1958 play Suddenly Last Summer.
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