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    IRVINE WELSH




    SCOTTISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Leith (Scotland) in 1958.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Acid House (1994), short story collection




          	
Porno (2002), novel




          	
Skagboys (2012), novel


        


      


    




    Irvine Welsh was born in Leith, the portside area of Edinburgh, in 1958. When Welsh was four his family were granted social housing and they moved to Muirhouse. Welsh left school at 16 and worked as an electrician until he sustained an injury and decided to leave the trade. He moved to London in 1978 and became active in the counter-cultural punk scene. In the 1980s Welsh returned to Edinburgh to work for the social housing department, before studying for his MBA at Herriot-Watt University.




    After Welsh returned to Edinburgh, he found some old diaries and drafted what would become his best-known novel, Trainspotting. The book follows a small group of friends and the ties that bind them, from their heroin addictions to their social upbringings, their lives in council flats and the AIDS epidemic. In 1993 Secker and Warburg decided to publish the novel, despite believing it would be a commercial failure. The brutality of the book offended many critics, and Trainspotting was rejected for the Booker Prize shortlist. Despite this, Trainspotting propelled Welsh to fame and was turned into a movie of the same name, directed by Danny Boyle. Welsh continued to write fiction which retains the same influences as Trainspotting, and in the early 2000s he moved into screenwriting.


  




  

    TRAINSPOTTING




    A SOCIAL HISTORY OF SCOTTISH DRUG ADDICTION




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Welsh, I. (1999) Trainspotting. London: Vintage Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1993




      	
Themes: working-class society, isolation, drug addiction, freedom, choice


    




    The narration of Trainspotting is fragmented, reflecting the broken existence of the characters. The novel opens with a section narrated by Mark (also known and Renton, Rent-boy and Rents). Mark is the primary narrator of Trainspotting, although there are sections from Simon’s (aka Sick Boy’s) point of view, as well as others such as Nina, Mark’s cousin. The story charts the ebb and flow of Mark and his friends’ heroin addictions, recording their efforts to quit, the death of his friends’ baby through neglect, their worsening physical and social conditions and eventually the spread of AIDS through the city. Renton attempts to leave Edinburgh for London to shed his friends’ co-dependent drug habit but realises that he is in too deep when he gets involved in a drug sale. In a last-ditch effort to free himself of their influence, Mark steals from his friends, including the psychopathic Francis Begbie, and leaves to create a new life in Amsterdam. Whether Mark or anyone else in Trainspotting will ever be truly free of heroin is a question that Welsh leaves the reader to decide.
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