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    MURIEL SPARK




    SCOTTISH POET AND NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1918.




      	Died in Florence, Italy in 2006.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Ballad of Peckham Rye (1960), novel




          	
The Girls of Slender Means (1963), novel




          	
Curriculum Vitae (1992), autobiography


        


      


    




    Dame Muriel Sarah Spark (née Camberg) led a highly international and adventurous life. She was born to Jewish parents as the second of two children. Having spent her childhood and youth in Edinburgh and Watford, she moved to Southern Rhodesia at the age of 19 to marry Sydney Oswald Spark in 1937. After the birth of their first and only child in 1938, the marriage had already broken down as Sydney was unstable and abusive. Muriel left her son at a boarding school in South Africa and returned to London in 1944. She had various affairs before converting to Catholicism in 1954. When The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie brought her international fame, she spent half her time in New York between 1962 and 65. In 1965, Spark moved to Rome, where she met the Italian sculptor Penelope Jardine. They became close friends and shared a household until Spark’s death from cancer in 2006 in Florence. Her son Robin was left out of her will, as they had a troubled relationship during her lifetime. Spark wrote 22 novels, as well as various short stories, essays and biographies. She was well-known and received numerous honours during her lifetime, including a damehood in 1993, eight honorary doctorates and various literature prizes. Her writing is characterised by an experimental style and a theological mindset, and particularly in her writing from 1965 onwards, defined by her many travels.


  




  

    THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE




    AN EDINBURGH TALE ABOUT THE INFLUENCE OF A CHARISMATIC TEACHER




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Spark, M. (2000) The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie. London: Penguin Books.




      	
1st edition: 1961




      	
Themes: Edinburgh, betrayal, female development, sexual awakening, teaching, fascism, Calvinism, Catholicism


    




    Muriel Spark wrote this novel when she was living in London, and it was to bring her worldwide fame. It is “her sixth and most famous novel” (Stannard, 2011: 2). Christina Kay, Muriel’s junior school teacher, served as a model for the charismatic Miss Brodie (ibid.). The novel is set in Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, in the 1930s. In the context of this novel, it is important to note how Stannard defines her writing style: “Always experimental, Spark might be considered the first British post-modernist. At the same time she was a theological (rather than a religious or proselytizing) writer.” (ibid.: 4)
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