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			J.K. Rowling


			English novelist


			

					Born in England in 1965


					
Notable works:
	
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (1997), novel


	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), last book in the series


	
The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel







			


			Joanne Rowling (1965) is a British novelist. Formerly a French teacher, she is one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.


			Now a multi-millionaire, she is active in the humanitarian field, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written some other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits of which were donated to charity. Other than the works linked to her mains series, she is also the author of The Casual Vacancy (novel published in 2012), among other works.


		




		

			Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone


			The first book in the best-selling series


			

					
Genre: Fantasy novel


					
Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2001) Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. London: Scholastic.


					
First edition: 1997


					
Themes: magic, learning, friendship, courage, Sorcerer’s stone


			


			Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was published for the first time in 1997 in the United Kingdom with a very limited number of copies, after being refused by many publishers. This is the first novel written by Rowling. Originally intended for children, it quickly gained the interest of teenagers and adults alike. The first installment in a series of seven books, it tells the story of Harry Potter’s discovery of the wizarding world and his adventures in defeating the evil wizard, Lord Voldemort, and obtaining the sorcerer’s stone.


		




		

			Summary


			Invitation to Hogwarts


			Professor Dumbledore lays down a one-year-old child, Harry Potter, on the Dursley family’s doorstep. His parents have just been murdered and the Dursleys are his only remaining family. We also find out that the child has a scar shaped like a lightning bolt on his forehead.


			Harry lives with his new family for ten years, where he is treated less than favorably. For his cousin’s birthday, they all go to the zoo. There, Harry accidentally makes the window of an animal enclosure disappear, releasing the boa constrictor that is kept inside. He has no idea how he made this happen.


			Shortly afterwards, letters addressed to him arrive at the Dursley house. His uncle refuses to let him read them. They continue to arrive and the family eventually decides to flee to a secluded island to escape them.
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