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			Emmanuel Carrère


			Writer, screenwriter and director 


			

					Born in Paris in 1957.


					
Notable works:
	
The Adversary (2000), novel


	
Limonov (2011), novel


	
The Kingdom (2014), novel







			


			Emmanuel Carrère was born in Paris in 1957. He is a writer, screenwriter and director. The son of the historian and academic Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, a Russia specialist, he began his career as a film critic before moving on to fiction with his first novel, The Jaguar’s Friend (1983). He has been published since then by Éditions P.O.L and received the Prix Femina in 1995 for Class Trip. After The Adversary, which follows the story of the real-life murderer Jean-Claude Romand, Carrère put fiction aside to focus on writing documentaries and stories, such as A Russian Novel (2007) and Other Lives But Mine (2009). After writing for various direct-to-TV-films, he stepped behind the camera to direct the film adaptation of his novel The Mustache in 2005.


		




		

			Other Lives But Mine


			Half biography, half self-portrait


			

					
Genre: autobiographical novel


					
Reference edition: Carrère, E. (2012) Other Lives But Mine. Trans. Coverdale, L. London: Serpent’s Tail.


					
1st edition: 2011 (Original work published in France in 2009)


					
Themes: tsunami, illness, mourning, mutual aid, altruism, justice


			


			Other Lives But Mine was published in March 2009. It is the story of several people whose lives crossed paths with that of Carrère: a young couple who lose their 4-year-old daughter to a tsunami, and a woman stricken by cancer who has to resign herself to dying and leaving her husband and their three little girls alone. 


			Through these tales, Carrère recounts his own life, especially the new outlook on life that witnessing these events has given him. Biography and self-portrait come together to form a book with a rare degree of emotion.


		




		

			Summary


			The devastating tsunami 


			In December 2004, the narrator, who the reader quickly recognises as Emmanuel Carrère, and his partner Hélène are spending their holidays in Sri Lanka. The relationship is going badly and the two are thinking about breaking up. Suddenly, a tsunami hits the South Asian coast, destroying everything in its path. Since they are staying in a hotel perched high up on a cliff, Hélène and Emmanuel are unharmed, but Jérôme and Delphine, a French couple who they met a few days earlier, lose their 4-year-old daughter Juliette to the tidal wave. As a woman of action, Hélène decides to help Jérôme to find his daughter’s body. They learn that it has been transported to the hospital in Colombo. Since she is a journalist, Hélène is used to reacting quickly in a crisis and displays a great deal of strength in supporting the victims. Emmanuel, who is lost and ineffective, feels a little jealous of his partner. 


			The next day, they all leave for Colombo. They find Juliette’s body, but her parents refuse to bury her, because they cannot bear the thought of putting her in a coffin. Since they can only bring her home in a lead casket for sanitary reasons, they choose to cremate her body right there. 


			In a hospital, Hélène and Jérôme meet Ruth, a young woman from Scotland who is searching for her husband, who could be dead for all she knows. She goes with them to the hotel. Hélène forces her to call her family. Ruth does so and discovers that her husband is alive, but injured. He is in a hospital about 30 miles from the hotel. They all spend the evening together. Jérôme and Delphine try their hardest to celebrate Ruth’s good news in spite of their grief. Later, they all take the plane back to France. 
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