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    MICHAEL ONDAATJE




    SRI LANKAN-CANADIAN POET AND AWARD-WINNING NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Colombo (Sri Lanka) in 1943.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
In the Skin of a Lion (1987), novel




          	
Anil’s Ghost (2000), novel




          	
Warlight (2018), novel


        


      


    




    Internationally acclaimed as the author of seven novels and numerous collections of poetry, Michael Ondaatje was born in Sri Lanka and attended school in England before settling in Canada in 1962. Studying first at Bishop’s University, then at the University of Toronto and Queen’s University, Ondaatje earned Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees before turning to teaching and then, in the 1990s, to writing full-time.




    He has received the Order of Canada and the Man Booker Prize and, in 2018, was awarded the Golden Man Booker Prize for The English Patient. He lives in Toronto with his wife, the writer Linda Spalding (born in 1943), and has two adult children.


  




  

    THE ENGLISH PATIENT




    A HISTORICAL NOVEL SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE NORTH AFRICAN AND ITALIAN CAMPAIGNS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Ondaatje, M. (1992) The English Patient. London: Picador.




      	
1st edition: 1992




      	
Themes: memory, love, war, identity, history, colonialism, race


    




    Michael Ondaatje’s most famous novel tells the story of four characters surviving together in an abandoned Italian villa towards the end of the Second World War. The titular ‘English patient’ forms the central mystery of the group as a man burned beyond recognition who does not remember his own name. As the English patient’s true identity gradually reveals itself through his narration over the course of the novel, the other characters also begin to discover truths about themselves and one another against the backdrop of a historical reality that is changing the world as each of them knows it.




    Published in 1992, The English Patient won both the Giller Prize and the Man Booker Prize upon its release and was awarded the Golden Man Booker Prize in 2018 as the reader favourite of the Prize’s 50-year history.




    The English Patient was also turned into a nine-time Academy Award-winning film released in 1996. Directed by Anthony Minghella (British director, 1954-2008), the film stars Ralph Fiennes (British actor, born in 1962) and Juliette Binoche (French actress, born in 1964) as the titular patient and his young Canadian nurse.
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