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			Jean Racine


			French playwright


			

					Born in La Ferté-Milon in 1639


					Died in Paris in 1699


					
Notable works:
	
Andromaque (1667), tragedy


	
Britannicus (1669), tragedy


	
Bérénice (1670), tragedy







			


			Jean Racine (1639-1699) was the main representative of classical tragedy of the 17th century just like Molière (1622-1637) is of the comedy. After an advanced education at the Abbey of Port-Royal, he settled in Paris where, from 1663 onwards, he was admitted to Louis XIV’s court and led a brilliant career as a playwright. Mainly remembered for his tragedies, he wrote eleven of them. These tragedies, written in a poetic yet simple style, took their inspiration from Greek mythology (Andromaque), Roman history (Britannicus) or Christian history (Athalie) and explored human passions.


		




		

			Phaedra


			Rewriting an ancient myth


			

					
Genre: theatre play (tragedy)


					
Reference edition : Racine, J-B. (2008) Phaedra. [Online]. Trans. Boswell, R.B. [Accessed 27 September 2016]. Available from: <http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1977/1977-h/1977-h.htm>


					
First edition: 1677


					
Themes: passion, suicide, order, transgression


			


			Phaedra is one of Racine’s most famous plays and was performed for the first time in 1677. This tragedy of five acts was originally written in verse, although this feature has not been retained in the English translation, and depicts the incestuous love of the eponymous character, Phaedra, for her husband’s son, Hippolytus. This character from Greek mythology is a tragic heroine because she is ruled by her guilty passions and therefore causes the misfortune of all those around her, including Hippolytus. In the end, she kills herself.


		




		

			Summary


			Act I


			The scene is set in Troezen, a town of Peloponnesus. Nobody knows whether Theseus, the King of Athens, is still alive. Hippolytus, his son, decides to go looking for him. Moreover, Phaedra, Theseus’ wife, seems to hate him and he wishes to leave Troezen. He explains to his governor, Theramenes, that: “That happy time / Is gone, and all is changed, since to these shores / The gods sent Phaedra” (Scene 1). Hippolytus is in love with Aricia, the sister of Theseus’ enemies. He states: “By my father's stern command / Her brethren's blood must ne'er be reinforced / By sons of hers” (Scene 1).
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