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			Robert Louis Stevenson


			Scottish writer


			

					Born in Edinburgh in 1850


					Died in Vailima (Samoan Islands) in 1894


					
Notable works:
	
Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes (1879), travel writing


	
Treasure Island (1883), novel


	
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886), novella







			


			Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894), a Scottish writer and avid traveller, drew inspiration from memories of his travels across France, America and the Samoan Islands when writing his stories. As a young adult in fragile health, he gave up his studies to devote himself to writing. His rhythmic, unrealistic stories were innovative for his time.


			Travels with a Donkey in the Cévennes (1879), Treasure Island (1883) and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) are among his best-known works. Stevenson was also the writer of essays on literary theory, as well as descriptive and documentary writings on the Pacific Islands, Stevenson was one of the first Europeans who defended the natives of the Samoan islands from colonial powers.


		




		

			The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde


			A philosophical novella in which fantasy and crime fiction meet


			

					
Genre: novella


					
Reference edition: Stevenson, R. L. (2003) The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. London: Penguin Classics.


					
First edition: 1886


					
Themes: duality, conformism, morals, freedom, urges, temptation


			


			The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a tale which has been revered since its publication and continues to fascinate readers as much as ever due to its fantastical character and its criminal, philosophical and religious nuances. The text tells the story of a scientist who, obsessed by the duality of his being, made up of both good and evil, decides to physically separate these two beings. Dualist theories, free will, the gaze of the ‘Other’, social conformism, the temptations to which man is subjected, and the weaknesses of human will are also points that are dealt with throughout the novella and which continue to incite the curiosity of readers of all ages.
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