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			Dante Alighieri


			Italian writer, poet and politician


			

					Born in Florence in 1265


					Died in Ravenna in 1321


					
Notable works:
	
Divine Comedy, poem


	
La Vita Nuova (1292-1293), poetry collection


	
Monarchia (1810-1313), essay







			


			An Italian from Florence, Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was a writer and poet who was involved in the political life of his native city.


			The author of love poems (La Vita Nuova), Dante also wrote works about various topics, such as language (De Vulgari Eloquentia) and politics (Monarchia). However, he is best known for having written the Divine Comedy. He dedicated his life to this long epic poem, which is divided into three canticas, which correspond to the Christian conception of the afterlife: Hell, Purgatory and Paradise.


			Influenced by his reflections about man and society, Dante differs from his contemporaries in that he depicts his individuality, his own self, which was a great literary innovation at the time.


		




		

			Inferno


			Dante’s travel through the Circles of Hell


			

					
Genre: poetry


					
Reference edition: Dante (1992) L’Enfer. Paris: Flammarion.


					
First edition: 1314


					
Themes: sin, punishment, guilt, politics, society


			


			The first cantica of the Divine Comedy, Inferno was made public around 1314 and was widely diffused, as shown by the manuscripts through which we know the text. In turn, this cantica is divided into 34 cantos, the first of which is an introductory canto explaining why he travels first through Hell, then Purgatory, and then Paradise.


			Led by the Latin poet Virgil, Dante explores Hell. Hell is structured in nine Circles which join the center of the earth where Lucifer, the fallen angel, is to be found. The poet meets the damned, who undergo a punishment proportional to the sins they committed on earth. The more Dante advances towards the last Circle, the more severe the sins.


		




		

			Summary


			Canto I


			Date is in a very dark forest and reaches the foot of an illuminated hill, but three beasts force him to retreat. Virgil appears and announces to the poet that he will have to travel through Hell to save his soul and access the vision of God and Paradise. He will be his guide during this trial.


			Canto II


			Dante wonders why he is travelling through Hell when he is still alive. Virgil explains that Beatrice (the woman Dante loved during his youth and to whom he vowed an eternal love) asked him to save Dante from the danger he was in. The poet feels ready to begin his journey.
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