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			Sophocles


			Greek playwright


			

					Born c. 496 B.C. in Athens


					Died c. 406 B.C. in the same city


					
Notable works:
	
Antigone (c. 442 B.C.), tragedy


	
Philoctetes (409 B.C.), tragedy


	
Oedipus at Colonnus (401 B.C., posthumous), tragedy







			


			Sophocles is the best-known tragic poet in Ancient Greece, along with Aeschylus and Euripides. He was born c. 496 B.C. and died c. 406 B.C. He is the author of more than a hundred tragedies, only seven of which have come down to us, including Oedipus the King and Antigone. In Sophocles’ plays, as opposed to those by his predecessor Aeschylus, the chorus (troop of people commenting the action through song or recitation) takes less place and the hero becomes psychologically deeper. Sophocles is often quoted as the leading figure of tragedy in Aristotle’s Poetics.


		




		

			Oedipus the King


			
Oedipus the King: a model of tragedy


			

					
Genre: play (tragedy)


					
Reference edition: Sophocles (Unknown) Oedipus the King. [Online]. Trans. Grene, D. [Accessed 7 December 2015]. Available from: <http://abs.kafkas.edu.tr/upload/225/Oedipus_the_King_Full_Text.pdf>


					
First edition: before 425 B.C.


					
Themes: fate, transgression, incest, parricide, investigation, Thebes, mythology, Ancient Times


			


			Oedipus the King is probably the archetype of tragedy, as this play stages a hero burdened with a destiny he cannot escape and he cannot accept. It is believed that the play was written some time before 425 B.C. It tells how Oedipus, King of Thebes, discovers that he has fulfilled the prophecy he was desperately trying to avoid and that, without knowing, he has murdered his father and married his mother. Learning the truth, Jocasta, his mother, commits suicide, while Oedipus gouges his own eyes out and asks to be sent into exile. Consequently, the play is a series of revelations, beginning with that of Teiresias, the blind yet clear-sighted seer.
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