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			ROMAIN PUÉRTOLAS


			FRENCH AUTHOR


			

					Born in Montpellier in 1975.


					
Notable works:
	
Le jour où Shakespeare a inventé le moonwalk (“The Day Shakespeare Invented the Moonwalk, 2012), novel


	
La Petite Fille qui avait avalé un nuage grand comme la tour Eiffel (“The Little Girl Who Swallowed a Cloud as Big as the Eiffel Tower”, 2015), novel


	
Tout un été sans Facebook (“A Whole Summer Without Facebook”, 2017), novel







			


			Romain Puértolas has lived in France, Spain and England and speaks multiple languages. He has had a very varied career to date: he has worked as a DJ, language teacher, translator and interpreter, as well as hosting a YouTube series dedicated to revealing magicians’ secrets. However, writing has always been his greatest passion, and he seizes any opportunity to write.


			Puértolas is a prolific writer, although a number of his novels have not yet been published. When his first published novel, The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir Who Got Trapped in an Ikea Wardrobe, was released in 2013, he was still working as a police officer, but the success of his book inspired him to give up his job and concentrate on writing full-time.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			THE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF THE FAKIR WHO GOT TRAPPED IN AN IKEA WARDROBE


			A SERIES OF MADCAP ADVENTURES


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Puértolas, R. (2015) The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir Who Got Trapped in an Ikea Wardrobe. Trans. Taylor, S. London: Vintage.


					
1st edition: 2013


					
Themes: immigration, travel, personal development, magic, deception


			


			The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir Who Got Trapped in an Ikea Wardrobe first appeared in French in 2013, with an English translation following in 2014, and is Romain Puértolas’ first published novel. It tells the story of a fakir (a Muslim or Hindu ascetic or holy man) and professional swindler who leaves his home state of Rajasthan in northwestern India for Paris in order to purchase Ikea’s latest bed of nails. On his way, he runs afoul of a gypsy taxi driver, falls in love with a French woman and somehow ends up trapped in a wardrobe in an Ikea store, and these outlandish experiences all help to make him a better person.


			The novel was an immediate bestseller in France and was one of the most talked-about books of 2013 in the country.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			SUMMARY


			LIFE BEFORE THE WARDROBE


			Ajatashatru Oghash Rathod has convinced the other people in his native village that he has magic powers, and they have raised enough money for him to travel to Paris to purchase Ikea’s latest bed of nails. After his flight lands, he catches a taxi driven by Gustave Palourde, who takes advantage of his passenger’s unfamiliarity with the city to get more money out of him by driving him to the Ikea furthest away from the airport.


			However, when they reach their destination, it is the fakir who tricks the taxi driver, using sleight of hand to pay with a false €100 note that is only printed on one side and is attached to his finger by a transparent wire, which he then uses to pull the note out of Palourde’s hand on the way out.


			He then heads into Ikea and is stunned by the sheer scale of the store. He even decides to sleep there that night, as he does not have enough money to pay for a hotel. When he goes to look for his bed of nails, he is told that it is out of stock and will need to be ordered in. It will be at the store the following morning, but at €115.89, it costs more than his single fake banknote. Although this discovery comes as a blow, he does not let it put him off and immediately heads to the store’s restaurant.


			He uses another of his tricks to make a woman think that she has broken his glasses, and she feels so bad about it that she gives him €20 and invites him to eat with her. During the meal, this Parisian woman, whose name is Marie Itiviere, falls under Ajatashatru’s spell and tries to seduce him, but he is confused by her advances and rebuffs them, even though he is attracted to her as well.


			The fakir then hides under a bed so that he can stay in the store after closing time and falls asleep there. Two hours later, he wakes up famished and steals food from the restaurant. He then sees two Ikea employees and hides in a wardrobe to avoid getting caught. It turns out that the employees are there to remove all the furniture from the old collection, including the wardrobe.


			LIFE IN THE WARDROBE


			In the meantime, the taxi driver has realised that he has been duped and decides to go back to Ikea. When he does not find the fakir (who is in the wardrobe that has just been taken out), he goes to report the robbery. The police watch the store’s CCTV recordings and are surprised to see Ajatashatru hiding and then being moved with the furniture, which is being sent to the company’s depot in Britain.


			Ajatashatru, who had fallen asleep again, is awoken by the sound of voices and, from inside the wardrobe, realises that he is in a goods lorry with six other people who are trying to get into the country without papers and are talking amongst themselves. When he tries to force his way out of the wardrobe, the noise he makes alerts them to his presence, and they let him out and tell him their story. They have fled South Sudan because of the political turmoil there and embarked on a long journey to Europe, and all they want is to make enough money to provide for their families. This makes the fakir realise just how superficial his goal of buying an Ikea bed is.
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