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    CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE




    NIGERIAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Enugu (Nigeria) in 1977.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Purple Hibiscus (2003), novel




          	
Half of a Yellow Sun (2006), novel




          	
We Should All Be Feminists (2014), essay


        


      


    




    Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a widely read Nigerian author and a feminist icon.




    Adichie grew up in Nsukka, Nigeria. She completed her studies in the United States, and she now divides her time between the two countries.




    Adichie’s work has been translated into over 30 languages. She has received various awards for her novels, including the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize: Best First Book for Purple Hibiscus and the National Book Critics Circle Award for Americanah. She is also a writer of short stories and non-fiction. Her TED talks The Danger of a Single Story (2009) and We Should All Be Feminists (2012) have been widely viewed and commented upon. The latter, which has been published as a book, has sparked a conversation about feminism. Indeed, feminism and the exploration of gender roles are also important parts of Adichie’s fiction. Other themes present in her writing include race, religion, love and Nigerian culture and history.


  




  

    AMERICANAH




    A LOVE STORY AND A SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS NOVEL ABOUT RACE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Adichie, C. N. (2014) Americanah. New York: Anchor Books.




      	
1st edition: 2013




      	
Themes: love, race, immigration, home, gender, beauty


    




    Americanah is a multifaceted novel which tackles various social issues, including race, gender and immigration. Ifemelu, the novel’s protagonist, is a Nigerian who discovers a new identity, namely being black, in the United States. She shares her observations in the form of an anonymous blog about race. Adichie explores what it means to be black, a woman and an immigrant, among other things, through Ifemelu’s (and other characters’) experiences. The novel highlights differences between distinct marginalised groups, such as African immigrants and African-Americans, as well as the solidarity that exits between distinct groups.




    As well as being a socially conscious novel, Americanah is also a love story. Ifemelu and Obinze, the boyfriend from her youth, share a bond so strong that years spent on different continents with virtually no contact with each other, and other relationships they have had since their separation, cannot undo the love they share.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    LEAVING THE UNITED STATES




    Americanah is the story of two Nigerians, Ifemelu and Obinze. The novel begins with Ifemelu, who is about to leave the United States and go back to her home country, Nigeria, observing the environment she is preparing to leave behind. She has closed her successful blog about race as she prepares to begin her new life back home but keeps observing the people around her as she if she were collecting ideas for her blog. She goes to get her hair braided in an African hair salon and observes the women in the salon, and thinks about her life now, and back in Nigeria. Her thoughts drift to Obinze, her first love. She knows Obinze has become a successful businessman, is married and has a little daughter. Ifemelu and Obinze have had very little contact with each other since their relationship broke down, but they have thought of each other often.
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