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			Molière


			French playwright, actor and stage manager


			

					Born in Paris in 1622


					Died there in 1673 


					
Notable works:
	
Dom Juan (1665), comedy


	
The Miser (1668), comedy


	
The Bourgeois Gentleman (1670), comédie-ballet







			


			An author, director, stage manager and actor, Molière (whose real name was Jean-Baptiste Poquelin) was born in Paris in 1622 into the affluent bourgeoisie. Very early on he decided to pursue a career in the theater and founded, along with actress Madeleine Béjart, the Illustre Théâtre company. After twelve years of travelling theater in the provinces, he returned to Paris where he was noticed by Louis XIV who took him into his service.


			He wrote mainly comedies in which, under the cover of humor, he highlighted the defects of his contemporaries (preciosity, pedantry, avarice, etc.) and criticized 17th century society (authoritarian fathers, religious hypocrisy, quack doctors, etc.). His many plays are still influential today, making Molière one of the most important authors of the classical century.


			He died in Paris in 1673.


		




		

			Tartuffe, or the Hypocrite


			A comedy in the form of a tragedy


			

					
Genre: comedy


					
Reference edition: Molière (2005) Tartuffe. Stilwell: Digireads.com Publishing.


					
First edition: 1664


					
Themes: hypocrisy, clergy, devotees, marriage, education, morality, religion


			


			In 1664, the devout Catholics had the first two versions of the play forbidden. The third version, Tartuffe, or the Hypocrite, was not allowed until 1669 and became tremendously successful (it was performed 77 times during the author’s lifetime and overall, more than 3000 times at the Comédie-Française, which makes it one of the most performed classical plays ever). This comedy tells the story of Orgon, a dignitary who has taken an absurd liking to Tartuffe, a false devout. Orgon offers his daughter’s hand to Tartuffe, while Tartuffe is trying to seduce Orgon’s wife. Trapped and unmasked, Tartuffe tries to chase Orgon from his home, taking advantage of the fact that Orgon gave him some of his goods and using some compromising documents he has in his possession.


		




		

			Summary


			Act I


			Scene 1


			Mrs. Pernelle addresses each member of her household to criticize them mercilessly: Dorine, the lady’s maid, Damis and Mariane, her grandchildren, Elmire, her daughter in-law, and Cléante, her son. She is upset because they do not like Tartuffe, the devout man generously taken in by her other son, Orgon, and whose character and behavior she praises. She and Orgon are the only ones to be sure of Tartuffe’s merits and of the fact that he is an example to be followed. The others, including Dorine, think that “In fact, he's nothing but a hypocrite”).
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