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 AN ANONYMOUS TALE


   

 The legend of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves is anonymous. It comes from Arabic popular tradition and spread throughout the East thanks to travellers and itinerant merchants. In the 17th century, the French writer and Orientalist Antoine Galland (1646-1715) discovered the tale in the course of his research on the Middle East and decided that its similarities with the famous collection of stories The Thousand and One Nights made it worth adding to the manuscript. This was the first time that the tale had been written down in a European language, and over the following centuries translations into numerous other languages appeared.


  




  

    ALI BABA AND THE FORTY THIEVES




    A CLASSIC TALE




    

      	
Genre: tale




      	
Reference edition: Townley, K. (2016) Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves. Richmond: Harpendore.




      	
1st edition: 1704




      	
Themes: treasure, the East, bandits, magic, cunning, greed


    




    Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves is included in many versions of The Thousand and One Nights, although it did not form part of the initial manuscript. It tells the story of the poor woodcutter Ali Baba, who becomes fabulously rich when he uses the magic words “Open Sesame” to enter a thieves’ den full of opulent treasure.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    FABULOUS TREASURE




    Scheherazade (the storyteller in The Thousand and One Nights) describes two brothers, Kassem and Ali Baba, who live in a town in Persia and have each received a small inheritance from their father. Kassem has married a wealthy woman, while Ali Baba is a poor woodcutter who makes a modest living for his wife and children by selling the wood he cuts in the town.




    One day, Ali Baba is in the forest when a group of 40 heavily armed men on horseback come past. He is frightened and climbs a tree to hide from them, and he can tell from their appearance that they are bandits. The men, who are carrying heavy bags, head towards a cave which opens when their leader says “Open Sesame!”. The door closes behind them and they stay in the cave for a long time. When they leave, their leader says another magic word to close the entrance to the cave, then they set off back to the town.
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