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			William Shakespeare


			English poet and playwright


			

					Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564


					Died in 1616


					
Notable works:
	
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1592-1595), comedy


	
Richard III (1592-1595), historical play


	
Hamlet (1595-1600), tragedy







			


			A poet and playwright, and a prominent English literary figure, particularly in the genre of Elizabethan theater (named after Queen Elizabeth I, 1558-1603), William Shakespeare was born in 1564. There has been some occasional doubt over his historical existence, which now seems proven, although some periods of his life remain mysterious. He wrote 37 plays, all of which generally fall into one of four categories: historical plays such as Richard III, comedies such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, great tragedies such as Hamlet and, finally, the last plays, which include those such as The Tempest. During the 1600s, the theater company of this actor and writer, considered one of the best in London, became resident at the Globe Theatre. William Shakespeare died in 1616.


		




		

			Romeo and Juliet


			The love story that became a myth


			

					
Genre: play (tragedy)


					
Reference edition: Shakespeare, W. (2000) Romeo and Juliet. New York: Penguin Classics.


					
First edition: 1594-1595


					
Themes: hatred, love, destiny, forbidden, poison


			


			Halfway between a comedy and a tragedy, Romeo and Juliet is the most famous love story in history of English literature. Written between 1594 and 1595, and first published in 1597, this play in five acts recounts the tragic destiny of two young lovers whose respective families, namely the Capulets and the Montagues, have always hated one another.


			The structure of the play is simple and there are no sub-plots. The story, spread over four days, happens during the month of July in Verona and Mantua, two cities from the north of Italy, in the early 14th century.


		




		

			Summary


			Prologue


			The Chorus introduces the tragic story of two noble families of Verona.


			Act I


			Scene 1


			Strife erupts between valets from the two enemy families. Benvolio, the nephew of Montague and Tybalt, nephew of the Capulets, try to separate them, but end up fighting each other in turn. The prince of Verona, Escalus, intervenes and threatens them with death if they trouble the peace of the city once more. They all go their separate ways, while Benvolio stays behind to talk with Montague and his wife about the melancholic mood of their son, Romeo. Romeo enters and confesses his despair to Benvolio, caused by the love he bears for Rosaline, a young woman who has taken a vow of chastity.


			Scene 2


			Capulet talks with Paris, a young lord who wishes to marry his daughter, Juliet. Capulet invites him to a party he is hosting that same night, where Paris will have the opportunity to court Juliet. He also gives his valet a guestlist. As the valet is illiterate, he asks for the help of Romeo and Benvolio, who read the list for him. The valet invites them to the party.
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