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    THOMAS HARDY




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND POET




    

      	Born in Higher Bockhampton, Dorset (United Kingdom) in 1840.




      	Died in Dorchester (United Kingdom) in 1928.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), novel




          	
The Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), novel




          	
Jude the Obscure (1895), novel


        


      


    




    Hardy was born into a rural household and was highly attuned to the lives of neighbouring families and their ballads and superstitions as he grew up. He loved music and the rituals associated with the church as a young man, and his first profession was as an ecclesiastical architect’s apprentice. He moved to London in 1862, and as his faith began to wane he became interested in pursuing a career as a full-time writer. Far from the Madding Crowd is the novel which secured Hardy’s early commercial success. His writing was often serialised, and works like Tess of the d’Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure were criticised for their sexual content and censored for serial publication. Predominant themes in Hardy’s works include physical threats to his heroines, rural and agricultural settings, and conflict between traditionalists and modernists. Hardy garnered acclaim for his poetry later in his life, the first volume of which was published in 1898. Hardy now has a dual literary legacy as admired Victorian novelist and respected 20th-century poet.


  




  

    TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES




    THE STORY OF THE LIFE AND MISFORTUNES OF TESS DURBEYFIELD




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Hardy, T. (2013) Tess of the d’Urbervilles. [Online]. Urbana: Project Gutenberg. [Accessed 27 September 2018]. Available from: <http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/110>




      	
1st edition: 1891




      	
Themes: nature and agriculture, the position of women, conventional morality, religion, superstition


    




    One of Hardy’s later novels, the story of the life of Tess Durbeyfield was first serialised in a censored form in 1891 before being released as a three-volume novel in 1892. The novel is often said to follow the tradition of Realist novels (typified by the work of George Eliot [English novelist, 1819-1880]) with its detailed landscapes, lives and journeys. Hardy’s novel also shares characteristics with popular 18th-century epistolary fiction (novels containing letters) and another popular literary genre of the 1860s: sensation fiction. Hardy’s novel, which chronicles its heroine’s turbulent life, received some criticism for its sexual content (specifically, its depiction of Tess’s entanglements with two men, Angel Clare and Alec d’Urberville), which prompted its censorship when it was published in serial form. However, the novel was otherwise a resounding success and has been adapted for stage, opera and, more recently, film and television on numerous occasions since its publication.
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