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			Agatha Christie 


			English novelist, dramatist and short story writer


			

					Born in Devon in 1890.


					Died in Oxford in 1976.


					
Notable works:
	
Murder on the Orient Express (1934), novel


	
Death on the Nile (1937), novel


	
The Adventure of the Christmas Pudding and a Selection of Entrées (1960), short story collection







			


			Agatha Christie was born in 1890. She was an English author who is particularly well known for her string of world-famous detective stories. She wrote more than 60 novels (including The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, 1926; Murder on the Orient Express, 1934; and Death on the Nile, 1937), several plays (including The Mousetrap, 1952), two autobiographies, and six novels under the pseudonym Mary Westmacott. Some of the detectives in her books, such as Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, are recurring characters. 


			Her books stand out due to their unique style and feature various recognisable elements, such as their ability to keep the mystery and the suspense going right until the very end, their spontaneity, their humour, and their surprise endings.


		




		

			And Then There Were None


			From a children’s nursery rhyme to a series of frightening murders


			

					
Genre: detective novel


					
Reference edition: Christie, A. (2007) And Then There Were None. Masterpiece Ed. New York: Harper.


					
1st edition: 1939


					
Themes: anxiety, murder, isolation, guilt, investigation, performance


			


			And Then There Were None (1939) is a detective novel which depicts a series of macabre murders that take place behind closed doors, and that the law is powerless to stop. The victims are former defendants who were let off because of a lack of evidence, in order to punish them for their crimes. The mysterious, nerve-wracking atmosphere, the rhythm of the dialogue, the interactive element (the reader can try to guess the identity of the murderer), and the tightly structured nature of the story continue to captivate readers both young and old to this day. 


		




		

			Summary


			The mysterious Owen family


			The story takes place in the 1940s, in Devon in the South of England. The first chapter introduces almost all the characters of the book on their way to Soldier Island: Mr Justice Wargrave, Vera Claythorn, Captain Philip Lombard, Miss Emily Brent, General Macarthur, Dr Armstrong, Anthony Marston and Mr Blore. They are all guests of Mr and Mrs Owen, the owners of the island. However, once they meet at the little harbour, the guests realise that none of them know the Owens or Soldier Island which, when seen from afar, has “something sinister about it”.


			The Owens’ house is very modern and their servants, Mr and Mrs Rogers, provide the guests with impeccable service. However, they also admit that they do not know the owners who, moreover, are nowhere to be found on the island. Vera, who discovers a nursery rhyme in her room about ten Soldiers who disappear one after the other, thinks that it is there to tie in with the island’s name (Soldier Island).


			The nursery rhyme Ten Little Soldiers



			At dinner, the eight guests realise that, firstly, the same nursery rhyme is in each of their rooms and, secondly, there are ten soldier statuettes on the dining room table. Shortly after, a voice from nowhere accuses all of the people on the island of having committed a crime, throwing them all into a panic. 


			In reality, the voice came from a gramophone in a nearby room. Mr Rogers then admits that he was ordered by the Owens to put it on. He explains that he and his wife were hired, through an agency, by Ulick Norman Owen, who sends them orders by post. The guests, who are at first amazed, are then outraged by the accusations levelled against them, and each of them attempts to defend themselves. 


			Justice Wargrave suggests that each guest explain why they came to the island and respond to the charges against them: some of them completely deny their crimes, others take offense, while others, such as Lombard and Marston, admit their guilt even though they deny all responsibility. The judge astutely points out that the initials of the couple who have invited them here sound like the word “unknown” (Ulick Norman Owen and Una Nancy Owen, or U. N. Owen). He comes to the conclusion that the person who sent them the invitations “knows […] a great deal” and immediately suggests that they leave the island. However, Mr Rogers points out that the only way off Soldier Island is the boat which comes every morning with supplies. 
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