

  [image: Cover]




  [image: ]




  [image: ]




  

    CHUCK PALAHNIUK




    AMERICAN NOVELIST AND JOURNALIST




    

      	Born in Pasco, Washington in 1962.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Invisible Monsters (1999), novel




          	
Stranger than Fiction: True Stories (2004), non-fiction collection




          	
Adjustment Day (2018), novel


        


      


    




    Born in Washington, USA in 1962, Chuck Palahniuk attended the University of Oregon School of Journalism, from which he graduated in 1986. He wrote as a freelance journalist until 1988, but only began to focus on his career as an author in the 1990s. Fight Club was his breakthrough novel, written as an attempt to disturb his publisher, who had rejected his previous novel for being too disconcerting.




    Since then he has seen five of his works adapted into films, and two into graphic novels. He is known for his interest in anti-consumerism, and often his protagonists are characters who have somehow been marginalised or oppressed by society, while his writing style is known for its use of temporal endings. He has won the Pacific Northwest Bookseller’s Association Award for both Fight Club and his 2002 novel Lullaby. Fight Club also won the Oregon Book Award for Best Novel.


  




  

    FIGHT CLUB




    THE FIRST RULE ABOUT FIGHT CLUB IS YOU DON’T TALK ABOUT FIGHT CLUB




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Palahniuk, C. (2005) Fight Club. London: Penguin Random House.




      	
1st edition: 1996




      	
Themes: mortality, masculinity, rules and order, consumerism, isolation, social breakdown, violence


    




    Fight Club follows an unnamed Narrator as his tedious lifestyle deteriorates, only to find a new sense of purpose with the fight club he and his friend Tyler create. The novel examines the destruction of a consumer-driven society and raises questions about politics, transgression and male identity. Although Palahniuk had never expected his book to be accepted by a publisher, it ended up winning two awards in 1997 and was adapted into a film starring Brad Pitt, Edward Norton and Helena Bonham Carter in 1999. It is often compared to Bret Easton Ellis’ 1991 novel American Psycho for its depiction of masculinity and material values, and has become a key part of pop culture today.
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