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			Franz Kafka


			German-speaking novelist and short story writer


			

					Born in Prague in 1883


					Died near Vienna in 1924


					
Notable works:
	
The Metamorphosis (1915), short story


	
The Trial (1925), novel


	
The Castle (1926), novel







			


			Undoubtedly one of the major writers of the 20th century, Franz Kafka (1883-1924) was a complex writer: his works have given rise to many comments and interpretations. His texts namely reflect the alienation of the modern man, the mysterious yet implacable forces of society that govern his existence, as well as his futile quest for answers in a baffling world.


			A German-speaking Jew and living in Prague, Kafka had to write at night, he had to work in an office during the day. His success was posthumous, as his writings grew in popularity after his death from tuberculosis in 1924. Among them, the most famous are The Metamorphosis (1915) and The Trial (1925).


		




		

			The Metamorphosis


			Imprisoned in the body of an insect 


			

					
Genre: short story


					
Reference edition: Kafka F. (2008) Die Verwandlung. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp.1



					
First edition: 1915


					
Themes: transformation, downfall, incomprehension, shame, rejection, humiliation


			


			Written at the end of 1912 and published in 1915, The Metamorphosis is undoubtedly Kafka’s best-known work. This disturbing short story depicts Gregor Samsa, a mundane employee, who suddenly turns into a giant insect. Becoming the object of his relatives’ fear and disgust, he must stay in his room, where his new life slowly develops.


			No explanation is given for this metamorphosis: only its consequences are discussed, with a wealth of detail and an objectivity which are typical of Kafka. Now useless and a parasite in the eyes of his family, the unfortunate Gregor Samsa undergoes a terrible decline marked by shame, dependence and humiliation. 


			


			

				

					1 All quotes taken from this reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com


				


			


		




		

			Summary


			Part 1


			One morning, Gregor Samsa, a sales representative, finds out that he has morphed into an insect overnight. However, he does not seem to worry too much about this unexplainable transformation, but rather about its consequences on his day of work, which, he thinks, he still has to face (he explains his metamorphosis as a hallucination due to his tiredness) and notices with horror that he is late. He has missed the first train.


			His family comes to enquire about his delay and calls for him through the closed door, as he tries with difficulty (he is not yet used to his new body) to get out of his bed. When someone rings the doorbell, he listens and recognizes the voice of the trustee himself, who has also come to see why Gregor has not come to work. Getting angry at the intrusive and tyrannical processes of the firm that employs him, Gregor finally manages to get out of bed. Refusing to let anybody in, he is lectured through the door by the trustee, who uses this opportunity to reproach him for his less than satisfactory sales figures in front of his parents and threatens to fire him.
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