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    EVELYN WAUGH




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1903.




      	Died in Somerset in 1966.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Vile Bodies (1930), novel




          	
A Handful of Dust (1934), novel




          	
Brideshead Revisited (1945), novel


        


      


    




    Evelyn Waugh was an English novelist and journalist. He was educated at Lancing College, Sussex and later earned a third-class degree from Hertford College, Oxford. After working as a schoolmaster, briefly attending art school, taking carpentry lessons and attempting to drown himself only to be put off by a jellyfish, he published his first book, a biography of the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti, in 1928, and his first novel, Decline and Fall, later that year. There followed a conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930, a second marriage in 1937, the births of seven children, journeys in Africa and South America, stints in the Royal Marines, the Commandos and the Special Service Brigade during the Second World War and the publication of 13 more novels and several works of non-fiction, before his death on Easter Sunday in 1966. Waugh is revered as one of English literature’s finest prose stylists and fiercest satirists. His greatest novels are typically both hilarious and disturbing and chronicle the chaos, disillusionment and moral ambiguity of the years between the two World Wars.


  




  

    DECLINE AND FALL




    A COMEDY OF ERRORS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Waugh, E. (2003) Decline and Fall. London: Everyman.




      	
1st edition: 1928




      	
Themes: social class, education, fortune, crime, modernity


    




    Decline and Fall was Evelyn Waugh’s first novel. It was published in 1928 and was later described by the eminent literary critic Frank Kermode as “an original masterpiece” (Kermode, 1993: xxii).




    It tells the story of Paul Pennyfeather, his unfortunate demise and eventual restoration. In the concise, comedic prose for which he became renowned, Waugh plucks Pennyfeather from his quiet and studious life at Oxford and plunges him into a chaos of corrupt schoolmasters, slave-trading aristocrats, nihilistic architects, evangelising convicts and romancing Home Secretaries.




    When it was published the novel was praised by, among others, Cyril Connolly (1903-1974), a leading critic of the age. Christopher Sykes (1907-1986), Waugh’s biographer, reported that a friend “began to read out some favourite passages and was literally unable to read them to the end because he and I were so overcome by laughter. This was one of hundreds of such scenes in London in September 1928” (Sykes, 1975: 128).


  




  

    SUMMARY




    INDECENT BEHAVIOUR




    Scone College, Oxford. In the aftermath of the annual Bollinger Club dinner, members of the society encounter Paul Pennyfeather, a diligent student who hopes to become a churchman. To round off the evening’s entertainment, they strip him of his clothes and abandon him to a shameful retreat. Paul is duly expelled from the university for indecent behaviour. He applies to his guardian for an allowance but, in light of his recent disgrace, it is withheld, and so Paul is forced to look for a job. After a short interview with Dr Fagan, the headmaster, Paul is dispatched to Llanabba Castle in Wales, where he embarks on a career as a schoolmaster.
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