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    VIRGINIA WOOLF




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1882.




      	
Died in Lewes, Sussex in 1941.





      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Mrs Dalloway (1925), novel




          	
To the Lighthouse (1927), novel




          	
A Room of One’s Own (1929), essay


        


      


    




    Virginia Woolf is widely considered to be one of the most important writers of the 20th century. She is known for her experimental style, which is representative of literary modernism, and for her feminism.




    Woolf wrote several works of fiction and non-fiction, which remain widely read, discussed and studied to this day. Her constantly evolving writing style made her an important figure of literary modernism. She experimented with writing techniques such as non-linear narratives and stream of consciousness (a literary style which attempts to depict the flow of a character’s thoughts as they occur instead of organising them in a logical or linear fashion). Woolf’s fiction and non-fiction explore issues such as the social reality of her society and how individuals experience it, as well as women’s place in society. Woolf can be described as one of the most influential feminist thinkers of the 20th century. Her essay A Room of One’s Own, in which she argues, among other things, for the need for women to be educated and to have financial freedom, is one example of her investigation of gender questions. Woolf’s feminism and her unique writing style have ensured her a place as an iconic figure.


  




  

    THE VOYAGE OUT




    A NOVEL ABOUT A YOUNG WOMAN SEARCHING FOR HER IDENTITY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Woolf, V. (2009) The Voyage Out. Oxford: Oxford University Press.




      	
1st edition: 1915




      	
Themes: love, gender, identity, social conventions, difficulty of expression, Englishness and imperialism


    




    The Voyage Out is Virginia Woolf’s first novel. While it is stylistically more traditional than her later works (except her second novel, Night and Day, which is her most classical novel), Woolf already begins to experiment with narrative techniques and style in this novel, by using dreamlike states and free indirect discourse to explore her characters’ inner worlds.




    The novel tells the story of Rachel Ambrose, who travels on her father’s ship and goes to spend time with her aunt and uncle in the colony of Santa Marina in South America. Rachel and her aunt, Helen, spend a lot of time with other English people in Santa Marina, especially two young men, Terence Hewet and St John Hirst. Rachel and Terence fall in love and become engaged. Besides the love story, the novel depicts Rachel’s journey of self-discovery and coming-of-age, but ends tragically with her death. The Voyage Out explores themes such as gender, identity, love and marriage, as well as social conventions.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE VOYAGE OUT




    The story begins with Helen Ambrose and her husband Ridley making their way through London to the port, where they board a ship that will take them to spend the winter in South America. Helen is sad to leave her children behind. The ship is a cargo ship which belongs to her brother-in-law, Willoughby Vinrace, whose daughter Rachel is also on board, as well as his friend Mr. Pepper. They are all polite to one another, but do not spend a lot of time together, as they enjoy their solitary pastimes. For example, Ridley reads Greek literature and Rachel spends a lot of time playing music. They are later joined for a part of the journey by Mr. and Mrs. Dalloway, who are rather sociable, and their presence livens up the mood on the ship. There is a storm, which makes the Dalloways ill. Mrs. Dalloway especially feels very poorly, and Helen helps her. When Mr. Dalloway begins to feel better, he meets Rachel on the deck and follows her to her room, where she usually reads and plays the piano. He kisses her, and she feels confused. Later, after the Dalloways have left, she tells Helen what happened. Helen is alarmed when she realises that Rachel, who has lived a very sheltered life, is very ignorant about relationships between men and women and about life in general. She thinks that she should educate Rachel, and asks Willoughby if Rachel could come to stay with her and Ridley in Santa Marina instead of continuing the voyage with him. He agrees to this and Rachel too accepts the offer after some hesitation.
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