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    F. SCOTT FITZGERALD




    AMERICAN NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1896.




      	Died in Hollywood, California in 1940.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
This Side of Paradise (1920), novel




          	
The Beautiful and Damned (1922), novel




          	
The Great Gatsby (1925), novel


        


      


    




    Francis Scott Fitzgerald was an American writer most famous for his touching and often tragic depictions of the Jazz Age. After attending a boys’ school in Minnesota, Fitzgerald found his way to Princeton, where he became occupied with attaining social status. He spent time writing about the spirit of America, interested in both its romance and its vulgarity. Ultimately, Fitzgerald left Princeton to fight in the First World War.




    In 1920, Fitzgerald published This Side of Paradise, a semi-autobiographical novel that made him famous on the literary scene. Fitzgerald moved with his family to France, joining a group of American literary and artistic expatriates that had become disillusioned with their country. This group, which included Ernest Hemingway (American novelist, 1899-1961) and Gertrude Stein (American novelist, 1974-1946), became known as the Lost Generation. In 1925, Fitzgerald published his most famous novel, The Great Gatsby, which stood as a testament to the futility of the American dream.


  




  

    TENDER IS THE NIGHT




    A DISILLUSIONED ROMANCE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Fitzgerald, F. S. (2000) Tender is the Night. London: Penguin Books Ltd.




      	
1st edition: 1934




      	
Themes: mental health, marriage, love, affairs, youth, social status, money


    




    Tender is the Night was published in 1934, a full nine years after Fitzgerald’s greatest success, The Great Gatsby. In the intervening years, Fitzgerald and his wife, Zelda, had moved to Europe to escape the widespread disillusionment felt in America in the wake of World War I. Their relationship had deteriorated by the 1930s, partially owing to Zelda’s declining mental health. Zelda had been affected by bouts of mental illness and spent time in various health clinics and sanatoriums during the early 1930s. The emotional stress of Zelda’s illness coupled with the financial stress of her medical bills were undoubtedly contributing factors to Fitzgerald’s lack of writing in these years. Fitzgerald eventually finished Tender is the Night, but the book met with little commercial success, especially in comparison to The Great Gatsby.




    It is easy to see how Fitzgerald’s love for Zelda and the tragedy of her deteriorating mental health contributed to his inventions of Dick and Nicole Diver, the protagonists of Tender is the Night. Dick is a renowned psychiatrist who falls in love with and marries one of his patients. The pressure felt by Fitzgerald as a caregiver for his wife naturally manifests itself in the presentation of Dick and Nicole’s doctor/patient/lover relationship. However, Fitzgerald is said to have based the specifics of Dick and Nicole on his friends Gerald and Sara Murphy (American expatriates, 1888-1964 and 1883-1975, respectively).




    The novel is divided into three parts. Interestingly, a portion of the second part takes place chronologically before the first part. In 1951, a revised version of the novel was published which claimed to be part of a reorganisation project by Fitzgerald himself in which he considered placing the events in chronological order. However, scholarly opinion has come to believe that Fitzgerald abandoned the reordering project in favour of the original edition. The description of the early days of Dick and Nicole’s romance is thus marked with a tragic tinge when we already know from the beginning of the novel that Dick ends up having an affair.
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