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    SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE




    ENGLISH POET




    

      	Born in Ottery St Mary, Devon (United Kingdom) in 1772.




      	Died in Highgate, Middlesex in 1834.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	‘Kubla Khan’ (1816), poem




          	
Christabel (1816), long poem




          	
Biographia Literaria (1817), autobiography


        


      


    




    Samuel Taylor Coleridge was one of the foremost of the English poets who would come to be known collectively as the Romantics. Coleridge was a close friend and collaborator with William Wordsworth (English poet, 1770-1850), and their joint collection, Lyrical Ballads, published in 1798, is generally considered to represent the beginning of the Romantic Movement in British literature. Although most of the poems included were Wordsworth’s, the most famous remains Coleridge’s long poem, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. As well as being a poet, Coleridge was also a highly-regarded literary critic, and a philosopher. Like certain of his contemporaries – most famously Thomas De Quincey (English writer, 1785-1859) – Coleridge would struggle with opium addiction throughout his life, on top of ill health and severe depression. His relationship with opium, whilst certainly destructive, would also infuse some of his best work: most notably, his visionary and hallucinatory poem ‘Kubla Khan’, published in 1816.


  




  

    THE RIME OF THE ANCIENT MARINER




    COLERIDGE’S TIMELESS POEM OF TRANSGRESSION, PUNISHMENT AND REDEMPTION ON THE HIGH SEAS




    

      	
Genre: long poem




      	
Reference edition: Coleridge, S. T. (2004) The Complete Poems. London: Penguin.




      	
1st edition: 1798




      	
Themes: transgression, Christianity, nature, storytelling


    




    Originally published in Lyrical Ballads in 1798, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner was criticised by Coleridge’s contemporaries as being over-obscure and over-archaic in its style. However, since then it has become a classic of Romantic poetry and of English literature in general. Quotes from it have become well-known sayings in English speech and references to it abound across various cultural mediums. In 1975, Raúl daSilva (American filmmaker, born in 1933) created a photo-animated film adaptation of the poem, with voiceover narration by Michael Redgrave (English actor, 1908-1985).




    The Rime of the Ancient Mariner is a long poem in ballad form, with stanzas varying in length from four lines up to nine, and a rhyme scheme of ABCB. It tells the story of a cursed sea voyage, in which a mariner brings down supernatural retribution on his ship and crew by shooting dead an albatross. For the telling of the narrative, Coleridge employs a framing device. The poem opens at the wedding of an unnamed couple, as the ancient mariner pounces on one of the wedding guests and then proceeds, despite the man’s protestations, to tell him his tale. As this tale wends from the incredible to the supernatural and ghastly, the laughter and dancing continues in the background as the wedding party goes on, unaware of the mariner’s horrible revelations. Throughout the poem, Coleridge manages to deftly juggle these two unfolding scenarios, and brings a great prowess for storytelling together with striking, psychedelic imagery. The mariner’s tale is vividly haunting and suggestive, and as readers, we share in the wedding guest’s incredulity and alarm. The final lesson of the tale is of course also a lesson for us. This guide will focus on Coleridge’s final revised version of the poem, published in 1834.
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