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			Eugène Ionesco


			French playwright


			

					Born in Slatina (Romania) in 1909


					Died in Paris in 1994


					
Notable works:
	
The Bald Soprano (1950), play


	
The Lesson (1951), play


	
Exit the King (1962), play







			


			Born to a Romanian father and a French mother, Eugène Ionesco (1909-1994) arrived in France a year after his birth and became a French citizen in 1951. His theatrical works (The Bald Soprano, 1950; The Lesson, 1951; The Chairs, 1952, etc.) made their mark in the world of literature: today he is considered to be one of the most performed French playwrights in the world. Anxious to be understood, he also left many commentaries on his work (Notes and Counter Notes, 1962; Fragments of a Journal, 1967, etc.). He was elected a member of the French Academy in 1970.


			Ionesco was the leader of the Theatre of the Absurd, a new theatrical genre that appeared in the aftermath of the Second World War and shook up the rules of classical theater. 


		




		

			Rhinoceros


			An original anti-utopia


			

					
Genre: Play


					
Reference edition: Ionesco, E. (1994) Rhinoceros and other plays. Grove Press: New York.


					
First edition: 1959


					
Themes: metamorphosis, totalitarianism, conformism, willpower, fighting


			


			Rhinoceros is a play that was published in 1959 and performed for the first time that same year. It depicts a strange epidemic, ‘rhinoceritis’, whereby the inhabitants of a small town are transformed into rhinoceroses. Mixing comedy and tragedy, this play shows the dangers of conformism, which destroys individual thinking and promotes the development of totalitarian ideologies. Today the story is a world-renowned classic in anti-totalitarian literature, much like The Plague by Camus (French writer, 1913-1960) or 1984 by George Orwell (British writer, 1903-1950).
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