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			Jules Verne


			French novelist


			

					Born in Nantes in 1828


					Died in Paris in 1905


					
Notable work:
	
Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864), novel


	
Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), novel


	
The Mysterious Island (1874), novel







			


			Born in Nantes in 1828, Jules Verne initially began studying law before turning to writing in 1852, publishing a play and several novels. His friendship with adventurer Jacques Arago (French author and explorer) led him to cross paths with other explorers and scientists of the time. His first novel Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863) was a huge hit, and marked the beginning of his Extraordinary Voyages series which is made up of 18 short stories and 65 novels, including Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864), Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1869), Around the World in Eighty Days (1873), The Mysterious Island (1874) and Michael Strogoff (1876). These incredibly well-researched works are a mixture of adventure, anticipation and fantasy. This reflects the author’s own interest in the technological developments of his day and his taste for discovery and travel. 


			The death of his friend and editor Jules Hertzel coupled with his declining interest in science marked a turning point in Verne’s career. He died in Amiens in 1905. Today, Jules Verne is one of the most translated French authors. 


		




		

			
The Castle of the Carpathians 



			An other-worldly novel


			

					
Genre: adventure


					
Reference edition: Verne, J. (1900) The Castle of the Carpathians. Trans. unknown. Akron: The Saalfield Publishing Company.


					
First edition: 1892


					
Themes: superstition, vengeance, the supernatural, jealousy, conspiracy 


			


			The Castle of the Carpathians was originally published in serial form in 1892. The novel is set in the mysterious region of Transylvania, Romania, and tells the tale of an abandoned castle where strange happenings suddenly begin to occur, terrorising the surrounding villages’ superstitious populations. However, the apparitions, eerie glimmers of light and strange voices which arouse such terror among the villagers are in fact the work of the castle’s owner, hoping to wreak vengeance on a man who he believes stole the woman he loved. 
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