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			Book Presentation: American Fascists by Chris Hedges

			Book Abstract

			The Christian Right today represents a potent ideological force that is fundamentally opposed to a pluralist, democratic, and open society. The movement’s goal is the creation of a Christian America where the separation between church and state has been dismantled. The group has been galvanized in recent years by the many Americans languishing in despair and anger over the dissolution of communities, families, and good jobs. Radical fundamentalism preaches that its followers will be saved from suffering and that the enemies responsible for America’s suffering, including liberals, the media, and secular humanists, will be bloodily swept away by a coming apocalypse. Hedges asserts that this radical view has strong ideological parallels to the early European fascist movements of the ‘20s and ‘30s, and that the Christian Right merely awaits the opportunity of another American crisis like 9/11 to intensify its war against American democratic society.

			About the Author

			Chris Hedges has spent nearly 20 years as a foreign correspondent. He has served as the Middle East Chief for The New York Times, he has covered the conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo, and, along with a team of New York Times reporters, he won a 2002 Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of global terrorism. Hedges received a degree from Harvard Divinity School. 

		

	
		
			Summary of American Fascists (Chris Hedges)

			Faith

			Chris Hedges grew up a Presbyterian and his Christian background eventually led him to the Harvard Divinity School seminary. He learned that faith in God meant celebrating the mystery of the unknown – God’s ways and will were inscrutable. He was “taught that those who claimed to speak for God, the self-appointed prophets who promised the Kingdom of God on earth, were dangerous.”

			Those of faith should try to make the right decisions and do good, but all the while they must be well aware of the fallibility of human motivations. Hedges’ faith taught him that all were in need of forgiveness and tainted by sin; none were pure. Compared to these humble views, striking changes have transpired within this generation regarding the Christian religious views of self-righteousness and judgment which we now so commonly encounter in our culture.

			Hedges’ religion had a similarly measured view of the Bible:

			“The Bible was not the literal word of God. It was not a self-help manual that could predict the future, it did not tell us how to vote or allow us to divide the world into us and them, the righteous and the damned, the infidels and the blessed. It was a book written by ancient writers, certainly fallible, and at times at odds with each other, who asked the right questions and struggled with the mystery and transcendence of human existence. We took the Bible seriously and therefore could not take it literally.”
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