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			MIKHAIL BULGAKOV


			RUSSIAN WRITER AND DOCTOR


			

					Born in Kiev (Russian Empire, present-day Ukraine) in 1891.


					Died in Moscow (USSR, present-day Russian Federation) in 1940.


					
Notable works:
	
The White Guard (originally serialised in 1925), novel


	
A Country Doctor’s Notebook (stories first published individually in the 1920s), short story collection


	
Ivan Vasilievich (1965), play


	
The Heart of a Dog (English translation first published in 1968 following the widespread illicit circulation of censored Russian copies; officially published in Russian in 1987), novel







			


			Mikhail Bulgakov was one of seven children of a professor and a former teacher, both of whom were descended from prominent members of the Russian Orthodox clergy. This family environment instilled a love for reading and studying in him from a young age, and at school he read the works of Nikolai Gogol (Ukrainian-born writer, 1809-1852), Aleksandr Sergeyevich Pushkin (Russian author, 1799-1837), Fyodor Dostoyevsky (Russian novelist and short story writer, 1821-1881) and Charles Dickens (English author, 1812-1870), which gave him a marked taste for world literature. He studied medicine at university and then worked at the Kiev Military Hospital. In his capacity as a doctor, he was sent to the front during the First World War (1914-1918), and narrowly escaped death on multiple occasions.


			In 1919, after the Communist Red Army invaded the newly-formed Ukrainian People’s Republic, Bulgakov was sent to the Caucasus, where he began working as a journalist. During this period, he saw his family for the last time, as they then moved to Paris to escape the ravages of the Russian Revolution, while he was forced to stay behind because he had contracted typhus during the war. He then decided to settle in Moscow and abandon medicine to dedicate himself to his true passion of writing. He found work in the literary department of the Central Committee of the Republic for Political Education, and alongside this wrote plays which were initially enjoyed by Stalin (Soviet leader, 1879-1953), who defended him against his critics. However, his luck soon changed and the regime began to disagree with his work, which was seen as insufficiently politically engaged as it did not venerate Soviet heroes and their feats. This meant that his writing was censored from 1929 onwards.


			Bulgakov became desperate and wrote to Stalin asking for permission to emigrate, but this was denied, although the Soviet leader did promise to protect him from prison and death. Consequently, Bulgakov faced serious financial difficulties in his later years: although his life was not in danger, he could not find anybody willing to publish his work. Indeed, many of his works, which often criticised or parodied the Soviet system, were only published posthumously.


			When Bulgakov died of kidney disease in 1940, he was poor, depressed and virtually unknown. In 1967, his wife Yelena Bulgakova decided to publish The Master and Margarita, which he had spent years working on and on which his reputation largely rests. Prior to the publication of this novel, he was not particularly famous in Russia and virtually unknown elsewhere in the world, but he is now recognised as one of the most significant Russian authors of the 20th century.


		


		

			








		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			THE MASTER AND MARGARITA


			A WIDE-RANGING AND DAZZLINGLY INVENTIVE SATIRICAL NOVEL
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