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			Winston Churchill


			Key information


			

					
Born: 30 November 1874 in Woodstock (England).


					
Died: 24 January 1965 in London.


					
Major achievements:
	Architect of peace during the Second World War (1939-1945).


	Defender of Britain’s standing in the world.


	Talented writer who helped record history and was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature.







			


			Introduction


			Winston Churchill, a colourful, ambitious and combative character, is considered to be one of the greatest British heads of state of the 20th century. He is primarily known for his role as Prime Minister during the Second World War, when he encouraged his nation and the rest of the Allies to keep fighting and refused to give up on freedom, which he saw as an essential value. Nonetheless, his political career, which spanned over 50 years, was much bigger than this and was always characterised by an iron will. Although many remember him as a widely respected and well-liked figure, his character often inspired criticism and he experienced a series of painful failures which left him shut out of the political life of his time. However, he never let himself be beaten and always faced adversity head on.


			As well as a man of action, he was also a talented orator who had a way with words, both in speech and in writing. His substantial literary output, which brings together impassioned speeches and historical works in which facts are accompanied by detailed and insightful personal analysis, is proof of this. Indeed, Churchill always made sure that he played a role in history and was partially responsible for shaping his own image. In this way, he left his mark on his age and, even after his death, this ‘old lion’ continues to fascinate us.


		




		

			Biography
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			Portrait of Winston Churchill by Yousuf Karsh.


			The predetermined path of a young aristocrat


			Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born on 30 November 1874 in Blenheim Palace, Woodstock to an American mother and a father descended from the prestigious line of the Dukes of Marlborough. He grew up surrounded by luxury and upper-class society, but often felt neglected by his parents, who were too occupied with politics and their social obligations. For this reason, he spent his childhood with his nurse, Elizabeth Everest, whom he adored.


			At the age of around 15, Churchill had to choose his path in life, but the options for a young aristocrat were limited: he could choose between the Church, the law and the army. As his academic results were mediocre, his father chose a military career for him and sent him to the Royal Military College in Sandhurst. As luck would have it, this was the option that the young Churchill disliked the least, because it promised the adventure that he was desperately looking for. He quickly got used to life in the barracks and obtained the rank of second lieutenant. In 1895, his passing out, the death of his father at the age of only 45 and the death of his nurse signalled the end of his childhood.


			He divided the years that followed between his military career and his assignments as a journalist, with the articles that he wrote allowing him not only to earn money, but also to forge a reputation for himself. He fought in England’s colonial wars in India, Sudan and South Africa.


			The beginning of a long political career


			When he returned from Africa, Churchill was welcomed as a hero. Having decided on a career in politics, he took advantage of this burgeoning success to take part in the elections of October 1900 and was elected Conservative MP for Oldham. However, when the issue of a return to protectionism was being debated in 1904, as a fervent supporter of free trade, he crossed the floor to join the liberals.


			

				

					Economic protectionism vs. free trade


					A protectionist policy involves a country protecting its producers from foreign competition. In practice, this measure discourages imports (in particular due to customs duties), encourages exports, favours national producers and prevents foreign investors from having too much control over national companies. Conversely, free trade advocates trade between different countries, opening the borders between states to allow greater circulation of goods and services and encouraging competition and the sharing of labour between countries.


				


			


			In 1905, Churchill left the Parliament for the government after being named Undersecretary of State for the Colonies. In 1908, he became president of the Board of Trade for two years. At the age of 33, he was the youngest Cabinet member in half a century. He was then Home Secretary from 1910 to 1911. His rise was meteoric and his policy of reforms was very successful. He was aware of social issues even though his upbringing had not introduced him to them, and was responsible for a number of bills which decreed, for example, a minimum wage and financial assistance for the unemployed. He also took part in the drafting of the 1911 National Insurance Act, which marked the beginning of a social security system in England. Nonetheless, these measures were met with hostility from the aristocracy.
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