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    DAPHNE DU MAURIER




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in London in 1907.




      	Died in Cornwall in 1989.




      	Notable works:




      	
Rebecca (1938), novel




      	
My Cousin Rachel (1951), novel




      	
The Birds and Other Stories (1963), short story collection


    




    Daphne du Maurier was born in London in 1907. Her father was the actor-manager Sir Gerald du Maurier and her grandfather was the novelist George du Maurier. She married Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Browning in 1932 and they had three children. She lived most of her adult life in Cornwall, its rugged landscapes and wild seas providing the inspiration for many of her novels, including Jamaica Inn. Altogether she wrote 18 novels, five collections of short stories and nine works of non-fiction, including a biography of her father. Several of her novels were adapted for the screen, including Rebecca, My Cousin Rachel and Jamaica Inn. Her most successful novel was Rebecca, which has never been out of print. She was a master story-teller, whose use of vivid imagery and dramatic plot keep the reader turning the pages. In 1969 she was made a Dame of the British Empire for her services to literature.


  




  

    JAMAICA INN




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Du Maurier, D. (2015) Jamaica Inn. London: Virago Press.




      	
1st edition: 1936




      	
Themes: love, loyalty, trust, evil, religion, light and darkness, journey


    




    Jamaica Inn is a novel focused on an inn of the same name. Situated in a wild and isolated spot on Bodmin Moor, Cornwall, the inn is at the centre of a network of smugglers and ship wreckers, apparently led by the landlord, Joss Merlyn. Joss is a murderer and a drunkard who abuses his wife Patience. Into this scenario comes innocent Mary Yellan, Patience’s niece, who has promised her mother on her deathbed that she will go to live with her aunt. Mary is caught up in the terrifying events as a ship is wrecked before her eyes and the survivors are battered to death. She has fallen in love with Joss Merlyn’s brother, Jem, but is not yet sure she can trust him. She turns for help to the vicar of Altarnun, whom she believes she can trust, only to find that he is the monster at the head of the smuggling ring.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    MARY’S ARRIVAL




    “It was a cold grey day in late November” (p. 1). The opening line of Jamaica Inn sets the scene. The weather is foul and the wind is blowing in gusts. A carriage is rattling across Bodmin Moor. Its lone occupant is Mary Yellan, a young woman who has just nursed her widowed mother through her final illness. Her mother’s dying wish was that Mary would leave the farm that the two of them had worked together and go to live with her Aunt Patience and Patience’s husband Joss Merlyn in Bodmin. What Mary’s mother had not known was that Joss Merlyn is a violent drunkard, a smuggler and a murderer. The couple no longer live in the town of Bodmin, but right out on the moor, at an isolated inn called Jamaica Inn, where Joss is the landlord. The carriage driver assumes Mary is going on to Launceston and is horrified when she says she wants to be set down at Jamaica Inn, warning her “that is no place for a girl […] respectable folk don’t go to Jamaica any more” (pp. 10-11).




    The nervous coach driver sets Mary down at the dark, shuttered inn and whips the horses on their way. Bolts are drawn back and a huge man flings open the door. It is Joss Merlyn. Joss is nearly seven feet tall and is a built like a “a giant gorilla” (p. 16). Mary is shocked when she sees her Aunt Patience, whom she remembers as a beautiful woman dressed in silks. Aunt Patience is now a shabby, gaunt woman, obviously terrified of her husband. Joss warns Mary that if she “squarks” about things she sees at Jamaica Inn, he’ll “break her” (p. 22).
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